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Environmental Services 

Award 

1 

AKAPA Conference 2 

Inside this issue: 

Congratulations to Frankie Bark-

er, MSB’s Environmental Planner 

II and her staff for their work with 

the Matanuska-Susitna Salmon 

Research, Monitoring and 

Evaluation Plan for Upper 

Cook Inlet.  The Alaska Chapter 

of the American Planning Associa-

tion awarded this project with the 

Best Environmental Plan in the 

state of Alaska at this year’s an-

nual AKAPA Conference in No-

vember. 

Over the years, the Matanuska-

Susitna Borough (MSB) has taken 

significant actions to protect fish-

eries and fish habitat in the region 

including being a founding mem-

ber of the Mat-Su Salmon Habitat 

Partnership, creating the Fish and 

Wildlife Commission and having 

an active fish passage program for 

over a decade. The Fish and Wild-

life Commission was successful in 

organizing public testimony at the 

2014 Board of Fisheries meeting 

to change Cook Inlet management 

practices to create a conservation 

corridor for northern salmon 

stocks.  

 

And the Winner Is... 

Planning Division 

Monthly 

Update 

Volume 2, Issue 2          December 2015 

 December 

1 MSB Assembly Meeting 

4 AMATS Freight Forum 

7 MSB Planning Commis-

8 City of Wasilla Planning 

15 MSB Assembly Meeting 

16 Transportation Adviso-

ry Board Meeting—

Jessica Smith 

17 City of Palmer Planning 

21 Planning Commission 

24- Closed for the Holidays 

 January 

6 Governor's Forum on 

Housing—Lauren  

Driscoll 

12 City of Wasilla Planning 

13 Mat-Su Transit Coali-

tion Meeting _ Jessica 

Smith 

20-

24 

American Society of 

Civil Engineers Multi-

Regional Leadership 

Conference—Jessica 

Smith 

23 Louise, Susitna, Tyone 

Comprehensive Plan 

Meeting—Sara Jansen 

Where the Planners 

Are... 
 

Accepting the award was Frankie Barker, Envi-

ronmental Planner and Terry Nininger, Fish and 

Wildlife Commission Member 

 

Through the efforts of the MSB Assembly 

and FWC, the State Legislature awarded 

the Mat-Su Borough a $2.5 million capital 

grant for fish protection. The Matanuska-

Susitna Salmon Research, Monitoring and 

Evaluation Plan for Upper Cook Inlet 

(RM&E) was developed through a unique 

combination of scientific expertise, volun-

teer input and public involvement. 

Read the Plan Here: 

www.matsugov.us/boards/fishcommission. 

Did you know...there are six types of salmon.  Of these, only one is found 

in the waters of the Atlantic Ocean.  The other five are all located in the 

waters of the Pacific Northwest and Alaska. 
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2015 Alaska State Planning Conference and Awards  
Your Planning Division staff participated in valuable trainings, 

shared information and lessons learned during this year’s State 

Planning Conference, hosted by the Alaska Chapter of the Ameri-

can Planning Association.  This event is exceptionally relevant as 

all the information is based on in-state examples and participation 

includes over 150 planners, planning commissioners and planning 

staff from all over Alaska.   

A hot topic at this year’s conference was the legalization of marijua-

na. Staff had a chance to talk with and see presentations by Fair-

banks North Star Borough, State of Alaska, and Municipality of 

Anchorage regarding this issue and their new regulations. 

Keynote speakers for the conference included Ralph Becker, Mayor 

of Salt Lake City, Utah, and Patricia Cochran, the Executive Direc-

tor of the Alaska Native Science Commission.   

As a part of the annual conference, a one day workshop is available 

to planning commissioners. This is regularly held on a Sunday, 

making it easier for those who work a tradition Monday thru Friday schedule to attend.  If any of the MSB Plan-

ning Commissioners are interested in attending the whole conference or even just PC training, please let staff 

know.  Attendance is highly encouraged. The PC Training is totally geared toward planning commissioners with 

great educational and networking opportunities. 

Matanuska Susitna Borough 

Planning Division 

 

Lauren Driscoll, Chief of Planning…………...861-7855 

Sara Jansen, Planner II……………………………….861-7865 

Jessica Smith, Transportation Planner II…………861-8514 

Frankie Barker, Environmental Planner II……….861-8439 

Pamela Graham, Grants & Projects Coord……...861-8525 

Josette Willcox, Administrative Specialist……….861-8556 

 

Fax Number…………………………………………...861-7876 

350 E. Dahlia Avenue 

Palmer, Alaska 

99645 

Visit us on the web! 

www.matsugov.us/department/plannin

g-department 

MSB Planners Are State-Wide Leaders:   
 

APA Alaska President and 2014 Planner of the Year……………………………….……Lauren Driscoll, Chief of Planning, MSB 

Awards Committee Chair and APA Alaska Board Member………………………………Sara Jansen, Planner II, MSB 

2015 Conference Vice Chair………………………………………………………………Jessica Smith, Planner II, MSB 

2015 Environmental Plan Award Winner ……...……………………………………Frankie Barker, Environmental Planner, MSB 

December may seem like a quiet month 

but, just like Santa’s elves, the planners 

are busy at work getting ready for a new 

and exciting year of planning in the Mat-

Su Borough. We would like to take this 

opportunity to wish all of the Planning 

Commissioners a Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year! 

Happy Holidays From  

The Long Range Planning Division 
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MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH 
Planning and Land Use Department 
350 East Dahlia Avenue  Palmer, AK  99645 
Phone (907) 861-7833  Fax (907) 861-7876 

Email: planning@matsugov.us 
 

 

 
MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:  December 23, 2015 

TO:  Planning Commissioners 

FROM: Eileen Probasco, Director of Planning and Land Use 

SUBJECT: Items tentatively scheduled for future PC Meetings or Administrative Actions and 
Updates on PC items sent to the Assembly 

 
 
January 18, 2016 (MSB Assembly Chambers) 
 
Introduction for Public Hearing Quasi-Judicial 

 (None) 
 
Introduction for Public Hearing Legislative 

 (None) 
 
Agency/Staff Reports 

 (None) 
 
Land Use Classifications 

 (None) 
 
Public Hearing Quasi-Judicial 

• Resolution 16-02, A request for a variance to allow an existing single-family 
residence to remain set back 14.6 feet from a section line easement on the west 
side of the lot. The structure is located on Block 2, lot 9, End Of The Rainbow 
Subdivision; 420 S. Robin Circle; within Township 17 North, Range 2 West, 
Section 9, Seward Meridian. (Applicant: Neal and Brenda Bullock, Staff: Susan 
Lee) 

 
Public Hearing Legislative 

• Resolution 16-01, A resolution recommending Assembly approval of an 
Ordinance amending MSB 17.60, to include permit requirements and standards 
for marijuana related facilities. (Staff: Alex Strawn) 
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Unfinished Business 
 (None) 

 
New Business 

 (None) 
 
Commission Business 

 (None) 
 

February 1, 2016 (MSB Assembly Chambers) 
 
Introduction for Public Hearing Quasi-Judicial 

 (None) 
 
Introduction for Public Hearing Legislative 

 (None) 
 
Agency/Staff Reports 

 (None) 
 
Land Use Classifications 

 (None) 
 
Public Hearing Quasi-Judicial 

 (None) 
 
Public Hearing Legislative 

 (None) 
 
Unfinished Business 

 (None) 
 
New Business 

 (None) 
 
Commission Business 

 (None) 
 
 

Upcoming PC Actions 
 
Quasi-Judicial 

• Victor Damyan junkyard CUP, 17N02W27B006. (Staff: Susan Lee) 
• Rocky Lake Setback Variance. (Applicant: Michael Solmonson, Staff: Mark 

Whisenhunt) 
• Earth Materials Extraction CUP, 18N02W27D009. (Applicant: T&J Gravel, Staff: 

Susan Lee) 
• Trapper Creek Inn Variance, 26N05W29D007. (Staff: Susan Lee) 
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• Robbs Earth Materials Extraction CUP, 18N02E03B002. (Staff: Mark 
Whisenhunt) 

• Tews Junkyard CUP, 17N03W09A019. (Staff: TBD) 
 
Legislative 

• Sign Ordinance: adopting 17.53 Sign Standards (Staff: Alex Strawn) 
• Denali State Park SpUD. (Staff: Eileen Probasco) 
• Noise and Sound Code Update (Throughout MSB Code): Amendments will make 

noise and sound requirements more consistent, enforceable, and reasonable.  
(Staff: Mark Whisenhunt) 

• Denali Hwy, MP 99, IMD, T19N, R2W. Section 10 & 15, FM. (Applicant: 
AKDOT, Staff: Susan Lee) 

• Alsop East IMD, 6822000T00A. (Applicant: MSB Land Management, Staff: 
Susan Lee) 

• Happy Heairet IMD, 17N04W25B019. (Staff: Mark Whisenhunt) 
• Central Landfill Earth Materials Extraction IMD. (Staff: Mark Whisenhunt) 
 
 

Other Upcoming Administrative Actions (Not going to the PC) 
• Nash/Chijuk Creek NRMU Timber Transportation Permit.  (Staff: Susan Lee) 
• MEA Lazelle Substation into Herning Substation Public Participation Plan. (Staff: 

Susan Lee)  
• Winding Brook Multi-family Permit. (Staff: Susan Lee) 
• Davis Legal Nonconforming Status Determination for a structure. (Staff: Susan 

Lee) 
• Williwaw # 2, Legal Nonconforming Status Determination for a Structure. (Staff: 

Susan Lee) 
• Heritage Park, Legal Nonconforming Status Determination for a structure. (Staff: 

Susan Lee) 
• Trapper Creek Inn, Legal Nonconforming Status Determination for a structure, 

26N05W29D007. (Staff: Susan Lee) 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
PC Decisions Currently Under Appeal 

• Resolution 15-01, a resolution adopting findings of fact and conclusions of law to 
support the Planning Commissions failure to approve Resolution 14-33. (CMS 
appeal of BOAA decision to Superior Court on March 31, 2015) 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Updates/Presentations/Work Sessions 

• Planning Commission Powers (Staff: Lauren Driscoll, Alex Strawn, and Assistant 
Borough Attorney) 
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Updates on PC items going to the Assembly (Pending) 
 

Planning Commission Assembly 
Reso ORD/Reso # IM 

Resolution 15-20, A resolution recommending 
Assembly approval of an Interim Materials District 
(IMD) in accordance with MSB 17.28 – Interim 
Materials District, for the extraction of 1,000,000 
cubic yards of earth material from a 22-acre site 
within a 60-acre parcel, located at 22347 S. 
Watkins Road, Trapper Creek, within Township 26 
North, Range 5 West, Section 20, Tax Parcel B008 
(26N05WB008), Seward Meridian. (Applicant: 
Trapper Creek Gravel, Staff Mark Whisenhunt) 
 

ORD # 15-150 IM # 15-236 

Actions: 06/01/15 - PC Introduction 
06/15/15 – PC Public Hearing – Amended/Approved 
12/01/15 – Assembly Introduction 
12/15/15 – Assembly Public Hearing – Postponed until 02/02/16 
02/02/16 - Pending 

 
 

Planning Commission Assembly 
Reso ORD/Reso # IM 

Resolution 15-29, a resolution recommending 
Assembly adoption of the FY2017-2022 Capital 
Improvement Program. (Staff: Sara Jansen) 
 

ORD # 15-115 IM # 15-240 

Actions: 08/03/15 - PC Introduction 
08/18/15 – PC Public Hearing – Approved 
12/01/15 – Assembly Introduction 
12/15/15 – Assembly Public Hearing – Postponed until 1/12/16 
01/12/16 - Pending 
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Planning Commission Assembly 

Reso ORD/Reso # IM 
Resolution 15-35, A resolution recommending 
Assembly approval of an Interim Materials District 
(IMD) in accordance with MSB 17.28 – Interim 
Materials District, for the extraction of 540,000 cubic 
yards of earth material from 38.9-acre site within a 
120-acre parcel, located within Township 18 North, 
Range 2 West, Section 24, Tax Parcel D1 (Tax ID 
18N02W24D0001), Seward Meridian. (Staff: Mark 
Whisenhunt, Applicant: B&E Construction) 
 

ORD # 15-__ IM # 15-__ 

Actions: 09/21/15 - PC Introduction 
10/19/15 – PC Public Hearing – Amended/Failed 
11/02/15 – Unfinished Business – Reso 15-40 Supporting Denial 
01/05/16 – Assembly Introduction 
01/19/16 – Assembly Public Hearing 

 
 

Planning Commission Assembly 
Reso ORD/Reso # IM 

Resolution 15-39, A resolution recommending the 
Assembly place a moratorium on the acceptance 
and processing of applications to dispose of fee 
simple interests of previously disposed borough 
agricultural property. (Staff: Glenda Smith) 

ORD # 15-039 IM # 15-073 

Actions: 03/17/15 – Assembly Introduction 
04/07/15 – Assembly Public Hearing – Postponed until 05/05/15 
05/05/15 – Assembly Public Hearing – Postponed until 05/27/15 
05/27/15 – Assembly Public Hearing – Referred to Ag Board and 

Planning Commission for 180 days 
11/02/15 – PC Introduction 
12/07/15 – PC Public Hearing – Amended/Approved 
12/15/15 – Assembly Unfinished Business  
01/12/16 – Assembly Unfinished Business 

 
 
Updates on PC items going to the Assembly (Complete) 
 
None 
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