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Methodology

• 812 interviews* 

• Registered Voters

• Conducted January 3 - 10, 2016

• Landline (65%) and mobile phones (35%)

• Sample is demographically and geographically 

representative

 *Conducted by Strategies 360



Executive Summary

• Public concern about the state’s fiscal crisis is increasing 

dramatically

• By a 35-point margin, Alaskans would prefer to see the fiscal gap 

filled with both cuts and new revenue

• Alaskans are demanding additional spending reductions

• There is almost no understanding of the cuts made in 2015

• Few Alaskans are familiar with the Governor’s “Sustainable Alaska 

Plan,” but all the elements of the plan have strong public support
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Concern about Budget Shortfall



Support for Cuts and New Revenue

Support vs 

Oppose

Cutting the state operating budget by 10%, which would 

total $500m in cuts, knowing it would reduce services 

currently available to Alaskans. 
55% - 36%

Using a portion of Permanent Fund earnings to fund public 

services, while continuing to provide annual dividends albeit 

at lower amounts.
51% - 43%

Reducing oil development/exploration tax credits offered by 

the state.
51% - 36%

Reducing the yearly amount of Permanent Fund dividends. 46% - 50%
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Cuts Only

Cuts +            Cuts 
Revenue       Only

Republicans 59% - 37%

Independents 67% - 28%

Democrats 81% - 16%

Anchorage 69% - 26%

Fairbanks 54% - 40%

Kenai 67% - 27%

Mat-Su 59% - 35%

Rural 66% - 25%

Southeast 64% - 29%

How to Address Shortfall?



Voted for a combination of cuts and new revenue?
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Vote Impact if Your Legislator…



Voted for cuts but also taxes and a PFD reduction?
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Vote Impact if Your Legislator…



Takes no action to address the budget shortfall?
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83%

More Likely to Support/

No Difference to Vote

Less Likely to Support

Vote Impact if Your Legislator…
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36%

Support Oppose

Support - Oppose

Republicans 66% - 26%

Independents 53% - 38%

Democrats 44% - 51%

Anchorage 57% - 34%

Fairbanks 54% - 37%

Kenai 56% - 33%

Mat-Su 59% - 30%

Rural 43% - 45%

Southeast 58% - 37%

Support $500M in Cuts?



Awareness of New Sustainable Alaska Plan
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Support for Components of New 

Sustainable Alaska Plan
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Fuel taxes (heating fuel exempt)

Tobacco taxes

Alcohol taxes

$100m in spending cuts

Oil company tax increase

Fishing and mining industry taxes

1.5% state income tax

Acceptable Unacceptable

Cuts to oil dev/exploration credits 



Support for Permanent Fund Changes

47% 49%

Support Oppose



Is a $1,000 Permanent Fund Dividend 

Acceptable Next Year?
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27%

Acceptable Unacceptable



Alaskans Pay Much Lower Broad-Based 

State Taxes Than Residents of any Other 

State

17Alaska



Support for Broad-Based Taxes

Support vs 

Oppose

Introducing a statewide sales tax. 51% - 44%

Introducing a state personal income tax. 40% - 55%
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Support $100k+ 
Income Tax 63% 56% 52% 40%

Income Tax Comparison



For a married couple 
with one child earning …

… a 1.5% state income tax 
results in a loss of annual 

income of …

… which amounts to 
_____ of household 

annual income.

$25,120* $0* 0.0%

$60,000 $204 0.3%

$100,000 $558 0.6%

$250,000 $2,700 1.1%

Impact of Income Tax on 
Alaskan Families

Source: Institute on Taxation and Economic Policy and Rasmuson Foundation 
calculations

* Federal poverty line, leading to no federal income tax liability



For a married couple 
with one child earning …

… a PFD reduction of 
$1,072 results in a loss of 

annual income of …

… which amounts to 
_____ of household 

annual income.

$25,120* $3,216 12.8%

$60,000 $3,216 5.4%

$100,000 $3,216 3.2%

$250,000 $3,216 1.3%

Impact of PFD Reduction on 

Alaskan Families

Source: Institute on Taxation and Economic Policy and Rasmuson Foundation 
calculations

* Federal poverty line
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