
Josi Willcox AAB Agenda March 2, 2016 
 1 

MATANUSKA SUSITNA BOROUGH 
AVIATION ADVISORY BOARD 

 
Chair – Archie Giddings (5) David Lundin – (1) Stanley Barry  – (2) Norman Chance – (3) 
VACANT – (4) Michael Pannone – (6) David Palmer – (7) VACANT – (8) 
Mark Stigar – (9) Jessica Smith, MSB Planner II Josi Willcox, Clerk  
 
 

AGENDA 
 

REGULAR MEETING                          March 2, 2017 
DSB BUILDING ASSEMBLY CHAMBERS                          2:30 P.M. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER; ROLL CALL 

II. APPROVAL OF AGENDA; PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
a. March 2, 2016 Agenda 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
a. January 19, 2016 Meeting Minutes 

IV. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION (three minutes per person) 

V. STAFF REPORTS & PRESENTATIONS 
a. Transportation Advisory Board (David Lundin) 
b. New AAB Staff (Josi Willcox, AAB Clerk) 
c. RASP Phase 2 Status Update (DOWL) 

VI. ITEMS OF BUSINESS 
a. 2016 AAB Goals & Priorities Discussion Continued (Jessica Smith, MSB 

Planner II) 
1.  2016 Draft AAB Agenda Schedule 

b. 2018-2023 Capital Improvement Program (Sara Jansen, MSB Planner II) 
  

VII. CORRESPONDENCE AND INFORMATION (Josi Willcox, AAB Clerk) 
a. Department of Transportation & Public Facilities (DOT&PF), Plane Talk 

Newsletter (Winter 2015-2016) 
b. April 14, 2016 AAB Meetings Deadlines Schedule 
c. Seat 8 Vacancy:  Please encourage applications 

VIII. MEMBER COMMENTS 

IX. NEXT MEETING 
a. Thursday, April 14, 2016  
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b. Proposed Agenda Items 

X. ADJOURNMENT 
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MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH  REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
AVIATION ADVISORY BOARD Tuesday, January 19, 2016 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
The regular meeting of the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Aviation Advisory Board was held on 
Tuesday, January 19, 2016, at the MSB Assembly Chambers, 350 E. Dahlia, Palmer, Alaska.  
The meeting was called to order at 2:31 p.m. by Mr. Archie Giddings 
 
II. ROLL CALL AND DETERMINATION OF QUORUM 
 
Aviation Advisory Board members present and establishing a quorum were: 

Mr. Archie Giddings 
Mr. Chris Kepler – joined us at 2:49 
Mr. David Lundin  
Mr. Dave Palmer 
Mr. Mike Pannone  
Mr. Barry Stanley 
Mr. Mark Stigar 
 

Staff and Agency Representatives in attendance were:  
 Mr. Brad Sworts, MSB Pre-Design & Engineering Manager 

Mr. Michael Weller, MSB Traffic Technician 
Ms. Debbie Passmore, Administrative Support  
Ms. Cindy Corey, MSB Administrative Assistant 
Ms. Taunnie Boothby, MSB Planner II 
Ms. Jessica Smith, MSB Planner II 
Ms. Melanie Nichols, ADOT&PF Planner II 
Mr. Allen Kemplen, ADOT&PF Planner III 
 

III. AUDIENCE INTRODUCTION 
Ms. Leah Henderson, DOWL Aviation Planner 
Mr. Bernie Willis 
Mr. Eugene Carl Haberman 

 
IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
MOTION:  Mr. Dave Palmer moved to approve today’s agenda; seconded by Mr. Mark Stigar. 
 
CORRECTION:  Mr. Dave Palmer asked that we introduce a float plane lane to the Talkeetna 
Airport; seconded by Mr. Barry Stanley. 
 
VOTE: No objection and the agenda is approved as amended. 
 
Introduction of Mr. David Lundin, newly appointed representative from the Transportation 
Advisory Board. 
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V. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mr. Archie Giddings. 
 
VI. NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS 
 
A. Chair 
 
NOMINATION(S): Mr. Mark Stigar nominated Mr. Archie Giddings; Mr. David Lundin seconded. 
ELECTION: No opposition to Mr. Archie Giddings sitting as Chair for this Board in 2016. 
  
B. Vice Chair 
 
NOMINATION(S): Mr. Mike Pannone nominated Mr. Dave Palmer; Mr. Barry Stanley seconded. 
ELECTION: No opposition to Mr. Dave Palmer sitting as Vice Chair for this Board in 2016. 

  
VII. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PRECEDING MEETINGS 
 
A. August 13, 2015 
 
B. October 8, 2015 
 
MOTION:  Mr. Barry Stanley moved to approve the minutes from the AAB’s August 13, 2015 
meeting; Mr. Dave Palmer seconded.  
 
GENERAL CONSENT: The minutes were approved without objection. 
 
MOTION:  Mr. Mark Stigar moved to approve the minutes from the AAB’s October 8, 2015 
meeting; Mr. Dave Palmer seconded.  
 
GENERAL CONSENT: The minutes were approved without objection. 
 
VIII. AGENCY AND STAFF REPORTS 
  
A. Airports 
   
1. Wasilla Airport – Archie Giddings 

• Looking for water to support a float plane facility; not looking hopeful but will actively 
pursue the possibility 

• Opening up the NE side with a road of some kind to the pad for a helicopter 
 
IX. PRESENTATIONS  
 
A. Ms. Leah Henderson, DOWL Aviation Planner  
 
RASP, Phase II update  
1. Draft RASP Economic Impact Study 
• Task 1: Economic Impacts Study 

• Being prepared by Northern Economics (draft brochure attached) 
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• Focused on the public use airports in the MSB (there are eight) and the economic link 
between them and the private use aviation facilities in the MSB (there are over 200) 

• Only 30% of the registered aircraft are currently at public use facilities 
• Government Leaseholder includes DNR and BLM, not just ADOT&PF; Skwentna’s is the 

National Weather Service 
• “Airline: Passenger  and Cargo” means the actual aircraft that are transporting passengers or 

cargo 
• “Passenger Concession” means they provide food and beverage service to the passengers that 

come and go from the airport 
• Hageland consistently has a big list of applicants because Anchorage is so expensive 

 
• Task 2: Seaplane Base Location Study 

• Narrowed to three last fall: Section 9 Gravel Pit, Seven Mile Lake and Cow Lake, all located 
South of the Big Lake/Wasilla area down towards Point McKenzie 

• Conducted a survey and received 237 responses; included on their nee fact sheet; of those, 
166 operate within the MSB 

• Draft forecast should be ready for the Board by early February from Southeast Strategies 
• 60% of the pilots use floats 
• Demand shows that 4 would be transient tie downs and 11 would be permanent tie downs; 4 

would be transient slips and 10 would be permanent slips with a place for a tie down in each 
slip (like at Lake Hood) 

• Should be full within the first couple years 
• Estimate 175 operations per based aircraft; should decrease over time to 160 by 2040 
• 60% of the operations would be local and 40% of them would be transient (similar to Big 

Lake); transient should grow to about 55% by 2030 
• Demand is higher for a floatplane facility as opposed to a facility for wheeled planes 
• High growth forecast is 50-62 within 20 years 
• Lots of businesses are interested in coming to an aviation facility  
• Base year is 2020 but no promise that it will be built then 

 
• Task 5: land use compatibility 
• Problems have been documented 
• Working to submit draft recommendations 
• After MSB, FAA and ADOT&PF have reviewed, it will be submitted in early summer 2016 
 
2. RASP Phase II Fact Sheet 

 
X. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION (limited to three minutes) 
 
Mr. Eugene Carl Haberman 
• Noted that there’s an easel up at the front of the Assembly chambers and was concerned that the 

audience won’t be able to see what is written on it 
• Spoke on the procedure that the Board made early last year to let the public speak on any 

decision that the Board makes 
• Reminded the Board that they made this procedure 
• Complemented the minutes because they had been revised to include more of the information 

that the parties spoke on 
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• Is concerned that the CIP top ten items didn’t include the items that the advisory boards passed 
resolutions on 

 
XI. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
NONE 
 
XII. NEW BUSINESS  
 
A.  Board discussion of AAB goals and priorities for the coming year with Ms. Jessica Smith, 
MSB Planner. 
 
B. Discuss a plan for the AAB to meet with the Assembly in February to introduce ourselves 
and the work of the Board  
• Do we want the Board members go to the Assembly meeting? 
• Do we want just Jessica go to the Assembly and explain the AAB to them? 
• Do we prefer to do nothing? 
• Joint Assembly and Planning Commission meeting is coming up. Do we want her to go to that? 
• The new economic impact report would be a great lead in to the Assembly 
 
C. Talkeetna Airport Floatplane Lane 
Mr. Dave Palmer:  

• because of recent meetings, he believes that a float lane could be added to the Talkeetna 
Airport.  

• Was told that if the Matanuska-Susitna Borough wants a float lane at Talkeetna, they should 
to write a letter to ADOT&PF requesting it and that it would be reviewed to see how to put 
that into the master plan. 

 
Mr. Allen Kemplen, ADOT&PF Planner III 

• The current master plan does not include a floatplane facility 
• The master plan would need to be updated to show the location of the proposed facility 
• Will need to be sure to adequately address the issues associated with it 
• ADOT&PF it has not been added or requested but they not adverse to adding it 
• The master plan will be submitted this year, funds by the end of 2016, contract out in early 

2017, then at least two years for the master plan to be updated (2019), then the highest 
priorities will be plugged into the aviation improvements requested to the State. 

• The improvements to the last master plan (done 15 years ago) are just going to bid for 
construction this year.  

• Is prepared to speak to the issue of a floatplane lane at the Talkeetna Airport 
• Has asked for a preliminary evaluation and assessment and is prepared to share what he 

learned. 
 
Mr. Archie Giddings 

• We do recognize that it will take time and would like to get the lands and the ideas locked 
down for now so they are ready when the master plan is looked at 

• Understands that getting the forecast is the first key element 
 
Mr. Allen Kemplen, ADOT&PF Planner III 

• Yes, a forecast will be included with the updated master plan 
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• Shared information from the preliminary evaluation and assessment  
• We’ll know more after we do and review an updated master plan 

 
Mr. Brad Sworts 

• Is it possible to not do an update to the master plan if we only want to introduce this one 
project? 

 
Mr. Allen Kemplen, ADOT&PF Planner III 

• No, this will rise to the level of needing an update to the master plan 
 
Mr. Chris Kepler 

• Has any of their existing engineering drawn out the plan to see if it’s even feasible? 
 
Mr. Allen Kemplen, ADOT&PF Planner III 

• No, due to lack of time 
 
Mr. Chris Kepler 

• It seems like an important step to determine whether or not there is any merit to a floatplane 
lane or if we’re just wasting our time 

 
Mr. Allen Kemplen, ADOT&PF Planner III 

• Could the AAB pass a resolution requesting an evaluation to be presented to the Board at an 
upcoming meeting? 

 
Mr. Archie Giddings 

• Volunteered to draft up an evaluation drawing and bring it to the next AAB meeting. 
 
Mr. Chris Kepler 

• Is surprised that there are no Talkeetna residents here today 
• It seems like this could be a good solution to make all of those people happy 
• Is frustrated that it will take 15 years to happen and can’t imagine that those people will be 

happy about that either 
 
Mr. Allen Kemplen, ADOT&PF Planner III 

• The time will depend on the available funding so it could happen faster 
 
Mr. Chris Kepler 

• Would like to see some federal money so that’s sad 
 
Mr. Dave Palmer 

• Thanked Allen for his work on this 
 

XIII. NEXT MEETING REMINDER 
 
A. Wednesday, March 2, 2016, from 2:30-4:30 in the Assembly chambers of the Borough 
Building. 
 
XIV. MISC. INFORMATIONAL HANDOUTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
A. Mat-Su weighs new floatplane base on Point MacKenzie (AK Dispatch News, 11-12-2015) 
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B. Definition of a Board Resolution Sponsor (see email communication from Clerk) 
C. Board Vacancy Report; Aviation Advisory Board composition with Assembly district maps; 

Board application form 
D. 2016 Calendar of Meetings 
E. Schedule of deadlines for our next meeting 
 
XV. COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE 
 
Mr. Eugene Carl Haberman 

• Is concerned that we have a Board member who has a hard time getting to our meetings. 
Perhaps we should move the meetings to begin a half hour later? 

• Commented on the calendar 
• Commented on the timing for putting the packet online 
• Believes we should put our resolutions on our agenda for introduction at one meeting, then 

discussed and voted on at the next meeting 
• Discussed how there aren’t many people at our meeting today 
• Encouraged audience members to use the new Bogard Road Extension East 

 
XVI. COMMENTS FROM THE BOARD  
 
Mr. Chris Kepler 

• His term was up on December 31, 2015 but Brad talked him into staying because of the issue 
in Talkeetna and the dispute over the lakes 

• Would like to see the Board help them 
• Is discouraged that a solution will take so long and wishes there was a way to speed it up 
• Believes the preliminary analysis will help us decide whether we will pursue the issue or just 

stop working on it 
 
Mr. Dave Palmer 

• The Talkeetna floatplane lane will be a significant project but not as much of a project as a 
whole new lake facility 

• Seems like the Talkeetna Airport will be the best solution 
• It will be difficult to find the land to buy 

 
Mr. David Lundin 

• Has known some of the Board members for a while and is looking forward to working with 
us 

 
Mr. Barry Stanley 

• Thanked Archie for stepping into the Chair position again 
 
Mr. Mike Pannone 

• Is wondering if the Talkeetna floatplane lane has been started yet or does the 15 years start 
after the master plan has been updated 

 
Mr. Mark Stigar 

• Thanked Archie for staying as the Chair 
• Is looking forward to his diagram 
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XVII. ADJOURNMENT 
  
Meeting adjourned at 3:55 pm 
 
 
       ____________________________________ 

Mr. Archie Giddings, Chair 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Debbie Passmore, Board Admin. Support 



 
 

1-26-16 

TIME LINE 
FY 2018 - 2023 Capital Improvement Program 

Time Frame Task 

First Week in February 
• Projects in previous year's CIP distributed to departments, 

community councils, cities, etc.  
• Public Outreach 

March 25 Deadline 

• Notification due back from Departments - which projects can be 
dropped; new nominations 

• Nominations due from public, advisory committees, community 
councils, etc. 

By April 6 • Lists compiled and  prepared for Review Criteria 
• Review Committee Meetings Scheduled 

April 18 - May 6 In-house Scoring Teams Meet 

May - June Advisory Board Review 

July Compile draft document 

July 20 Draft Resolution Due for Planning Commission (PC) 

August 1 Introduce for public hearing at Planning Commission  

August 3 Deadline for 8-15 Planning Commission packet 

August 15 Planning Commission meeting 

Unknown Assembly Sets Priority List 

August 20 Prepare for Introduction to Assembly 

Dependent Upon Assembly Introduced for Public Hearing at Assembly Meeting 

Dependent Upon Assembly Public Hearing - coordinate with assembly resolution 

When Passed Booklet printed and distributed 



 

1  Plane Talk Winter 2014 

                    Winter 2015 - 2016 

Alaska International Air Cargo Summit Held in Shanghai 

 
The Alaska International Airport System (AIAS), comprised of Ted Stevens Anchorage International and 

Fairbanks International Airports, hosted the 2015 Alaska International Air Cargo Summit, October 29, in 

Shanghai, China. This was the first AIAS Air Cargo Summit held outside of Alaska. 

 

The Air Cargo Summit brought together international air carriers, freight forwarders, and logistic service 

providers to create synergy in the trans-pacific market and build partnerships. These relationships are essential 

to Alaska’s international airport business, with the trans-pacific market providing the majority of cargo traffic 

through Alaska.  

 

The Shanghai Pudong Airport is the third busiest cargo airport in the world and Ted Stevens Anchorage 

International Airport is the fifth busiest. Both airports are vital links in the trans-pacific air cargo supply chain. 

State of Alaska officials signed a memorandum of understanding (MOU) with the Shanghai Airport Authority 

- the state owned enterprise that operates both Shanghai Pudong International and Hongqiao International 

Airports. The MOU affirms Alaska’s and Shanghai’s mutually beneficial business relationship in the trans-

pacific air cargo market.   

 

The AIAS trip was an incredible success, bringing together approximately 75 aviation and freight forwarding 

business professionals and developing a lasting relationship with the Shanghai Airport Authority.   

International airline executives and freight forwarders 

including the US Air Forwarders Association and the 

Shanghai Freight Forwarders Association participated 

in the Air Cargo Summit held in Shanghai.   

Memorandum of Understanding signing between the 

Alaska International Airport System and the Shanghai 

Airport Authority.  
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Message from DC Binder: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Seasons greetings!  Now that the busy Thanksgiving 

travel days are behind us both the Fairbanks and An-

chorage International Airports are preparing for the 

second wave of holiday travelers. Decorations adorn 

the terminals and local school kids will be singing 

Christmas carols to provide some comfort and joy for 

one and all.  It’s truly a wonderful time of year! 

This is also the time of year when we reflect on ac-

complishments and reevaluate our goals as we look to 

2016 and new challenges.  The state’s fiscal situation 

continues to drive the department’s focus on efficien-

cies and cost reductions.  Revenue generation options 

at our rural airports are limited, and while many of 

these airports are unattended, with no lease lots or 

other revenue sources, ensuring they remain safe and 

meet the daily aviation needs of the community is 

costly.  The Aviation Advisory Board issued a recom-

mendation to the governor to consider an increase in 

aviation fuel taxes as one possibility.  These taxes 

have not been increased in many years and the addi-

tional funds could help offset the high costs of operat-

ing and maintaining our 247 state-owned rural air-

ports. 

On the international airport front, the international air 

cargo carriers are important to the long-term revenue 

stream of the Alaska International Airport System 

(AIAS).  The Air Cargo Summit held in Shanghai 

gave AIAS an opportunity to meet one-on-one with 

executives of Asian airlines and sign an agreement 

with the Shanghai Airport Authority to work together 

on future projects and support each other’s aviation 

systems.  While Anchorage continues to benefit from 

its geographic location, ongoing relationships and mu-

tually beneficial partnerships with the air cargo indus-

try are crucial to maintaining the activity levels neces-

sary to keep our airports, communities, and state 

thriving economically.  Fitch Ratings recently as-

signed an 'A+' rating to the State of Alaska's approxi-

mately $185.9 million of airport revenue bonds issued 

on behalf of the Alaska International Airport System, 

with a rating outlook of  Stable.  This is a positive re-

flection on the System’s strong cargo and passenger 

position, supported conservative debt structure, and 

focused debt management plan. 

I do want to welcome our new Fairbanks International 

Airport manager, Jeff Roach, to the AIAS team.  His 

vast experience will be a great asset to the system and 

we welcome his addition  Lastly, and especially this 

time of year, thank you to all of our departmental and 

contract M&O professionals who keep our airports 

operating on a daily basis.  We rely on each one of 

you as we partner to serve Alaskans, and your dedica-

tion and service in the face of extremely challenging 

conditions is very much appreciated.  Well done. 
  

Fly safe, and Merry Christmas! 

  

John Binder 

Deputy Commissioner 
 

China Airlines received a warm welcome from the Fair-

banks Airport, Explore Fairbanks officials, and UAF 

Chinese speaking students at their inaugural flight from 

Taipei to Fairbanks in an A340-300 airplane with 270 

passengers onboard.   



 

1  Plane Talk Winter 2014 

 

Anchorage Airport Ranked #2 Most Efficient  

in the U.S. 
 

In a nationwide study evaluating the 100 largest air-

ports in the United States, the Ted Stevens Anchorage 

International Airport ranked as the #2 most efficient 

airport. The study was conducted in preparation for 

the holiday season and analyzed 7 different metrics 

including average flight cancellation and average de-

parture delay. 

  

“Just 0.7% of flights through ANC over the past year 

were cancelled. Likewise, Anchorage International has 

the lowest average departure delay of any airport in 

the country at just 7 minutes”. The full article can be 

found at: https://smartasset.com/credit-cards/most-

efficient-airports.  

 

 

 AVIATION ADVISORY BOARD 

Issues Airport Revenue Options Press Release 

 

The Governor’s Aviation Advisory Board (AAB)  is-

sued a press release concerning revenue options for 

the State of Alaska’s rural aviation system, excluding 

AIAS. 

 

In a meeting with Governor Walker last February, the 

Aviation Advisory Board expressed concern over a 

proposal by DOT&PF to impose landing fees at some 

rural airports. The AAB asked the Governor for time 

to review the landing fee proposal and explore other 

revenue enhancement options for the airport system.  

 

After several months of meeting and extensive re-

search the AAB recommended to the Governor that 

the State increase the aviation motor jet and avgas fuel 

tax rather than impose landing fees on some rural air-

ports or other airport user fees. This recommendation 

was by unanimous vote of the AAB who represent a 

wide spectrum of airport and runway users and avia-

tion constituents. 

 

AAB’s next meeting is scheduled for January 27th in 

Juneau, Alaska.  More information on the Aviation 

Advisory Board is available here . 

 

There’s a New Bird in the Sky! 

 
Congratulations to PenAir for the newest addition to 

their fleet - the Saab 2000!  PenAir’s CEO Danny 

Seybert, couldn’t be happier, “Our customers are go-

ing to appreciate the performance and comfort of the 

Saab 2000.  We’re excited to welcome this larger, 

newer, and faster aircraft to our fleet.”   

 

The airline’s current fleet consists of Saab 340B’s. 

Those aircraft will slowly be repositioned to the Low-

er 48 to support new markets in Oregon and the com-

panies east coast operation.   

 

Alaska is where the newer, faster Saab 2000 will oper-

ate. The plane is configured for 45 passengers with 

lots of leg room and comfortable leather seats. 

 

PenAir’s new Saab 2000 arriving at the Ted Stevens 

Anchorage International Airport; and PenAir CEO 

Danny Seybert standing next to his new plane. 

https://smartasset.com/credit-cards/most-efficient-airports
https://smartasset.com/credit-cards/most-efficient-airports
http://dot.alaska.gov/stwdav/AAB.shtml
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Jeff Roach New 

Fairbanks Airport Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Jeff Roach has been appointed Airport Manager of 

Fairbanks International Airport.  Jeff has more than 30 

years of aviation experience in Alaska.  Most recently 

Jeff managed planning and programming for more 

than 100 airports in DOT&PF’s Northern Region. As 

an active member of the Fairbanks community, he 

serves on a variety of volunteer boards and commit-

tees.  

 

“Jeff’s knowledge and experience make him excep-

tionally qualified for this position. He will be a valua-

ble addition to the international airport team,” said 

John Binder, ADOT&PF deputy commissioner. 

 

Fairbanks International Airport (FAI), the state’s sec-

ond busiest airport, links interior Alaska communities 

to the world.   and regional link to Interior Alaska 

communities. FAI, together with Ted Stevens Anchor-

age International Airport, comprise the Alaska Inter-

national Airport System. As such, FAI plays a critical 

role in supporting international cargo tech stops be-

tween Asia and North America.  

    

 

 

HMSHost Opening Two New Concessions  

If you’re traveling through the Fairbanks Airport 

you’ll be happy to see that HMSHost has opened a 

Starbucks located just past the TSA check point.  

Their next concession will be a full-service restaurant 

featuring dishes such as beef brisket, host pastrami, a 

Reuben with kraut and Russian dressing, and turkey 

sliders with avocado butter.  There will also be a vari-

ety of local brews and cocktails.   

Airports of the World Features FAI 

The Airports of the World magazine (September/

October issue) featured both the community of 

Fairbanks and the Fairbanks International Air-

port.    

Fairbanks International Airport Highlights 

http://dot.alaska.gov/faiiap/pdfs/Airports_World_Fairbanks.pdf
http://dot.alaska.gov/faiiap/pdfs/Airports_World_Fairbanks.pdf
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Upcoming Events 

 

JANUARY 22, 2016 - Aviation Art Contest - en-

tries must be postmarked by this date. 

 

JANUARY 27, 2016 Aviation Advisory Board -  

will meet in Juneau at DOT&PF Headquarters Con-

ference Room #140 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

 

FEBRUARY 9-11, 2016 Alaska Air Carriers As-

sociation Annual Convention - at the Hotel Captain 

Cook.  Contact AACA for more information - 277-

0071 

 

MARCH 18, 2016 Aviation Hall of Fame - mark 

your calendar for this annual event.  

 
DON’T MISS! . . . . Hangar Flying  
 Episodes air on KAKM Channel 7 at 5:40 p.m. every    
 Monday and Friday.   
 
YOUR AVIATION LINK! - Join Rob Stapleton 
weekly as he covers aviation events and stories 
statewide on Channel 4 News at 9:00 p.m. and Chan-
nel 13 News at 10:00 p.m. (Statewide coverage) 
 

AVIATION HALL OF FAME GALA 

The 2016 Aviation Hall of Fame Gala is scheduled 

for March 18th.  This years inductees are: 

Steve Mills – Explorer/Pathway Pilot 

Harold Esmailka, Ruby – Entrepreneur Pilot 

Dick and Lavelle Betz – Lifetime Achievement 

Award 

 

Contact the Museum for tickets and more infor-

mation - 248-5325. 

 

AVIATION ART CONTEST                        

Grab your favorite tools and create a poster! 

This year’s theme is Air Sports In Harmony With 

Nature.  Children between the ages of 6 and 17 may 

participate.   

Entries must be postmarked by January 22, 2016 and 

sent to Aviation Art Contest, Statewide Aviation, 

P.O. Box 196900 Anchorage 99519-6900  Contact 

Statewide Aviation for more information at (907) 

269-0730. 

Full contest rules at:   www.nasao.org 

 

 

http://www.nasao.org/education/nasao-center-for-aviation-research-and-education/international-aviation-art-contest/
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 Congratulations Jim Rowe and Bering Air - Alaska Aviation Legend! 
 

The Alaska Aviation Legends program honors men and women who have helped make our state more 

accessible and impacted the course of Alaskan history. This year’s recipients included Jim Rowe and Bering 

Air, the airline he and his wife Chris started in 1979 in Nome. 

In an interview with the AACA,  Jim said, “the early year’s weren’t all the glamor you see today flying turbo 

prop airplanes, flying at altitude, great runways, GPS and the like. My first 20 years, were mostly all off 

airport operations flying single engine Otters, Beavers, Beech 18’s, and a lot of search and rescues, in a lot of 

ways they were also the best." 

 

Today, Bering Air is a major regional airline with scheduled, charter, fixed wing and helicopter operations. 

They provide scheduled flight service to western Alaska and helicopter services and logistical support 

statewide, as well as to the Lower 48, Canada and into the Russian Far East.   

Bering Air is the oldest, continuous serving air carrier 

based at the Nome Airport. The company serves 

numerous communities throughout western Alaska 

and also has hubs in Kotzebue and Unalakleet.  

The Alaska Aviation Legends program is sponsored 

by the Alaska Air Carriers Association, Alaska 

Aviation Museum, and supported by Alaska Dispatch 

News. 

Photos: Bering Air family at the AACA banquet, Jim 

and Chris Rowe (2nd and 3rd from right) and Bering 

Air Headquarters at the Nome Airport. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                     Photo courtesy - David Karp 

                                                                                              Photo courtesy - Bering Air 

http://alaskaaircarriers.org/servlet/content/2015_honorees__alaska_aviation_legends.html
http://alaskaaircarriers.org/
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FAA Requires Drone Registration  
 

The FAA now requires all small unmanned aircraft/

drones that weigh more than half-pound, be registered 

with the federal government. Unmanned aircraft 

enthusiasts are considered aviators and with that 

comes a great deal of responsibility.  The FAA wants 

to work with users to ensure they operate drones 

safely. Owners may register at www.faa.gov/uas/

registration   

 

The normal registration fee is $5, but in an effort to 

encourage as many people as possible to register 

quickly, the FAA is waiving this fee for the first 30 

days (from Dec. 21, 2015 to Jan 20, 2016). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Governor Bill Walker and Lt. Governor Mallott pre-

sented the New Sustainable Alaska Plan at the Lynden 

Hangar at Ted Stevens Anchorage International Air-

port.  For more information on the 2017 state budget -  

https://www.omb.alaska.gov/index.php  

Thank you Shelley Potter for this beautiful photo of 

our “state bird” flying into Orlando. 

http://www.faa.gov/uas/registration/
http://www.faa.gov/uas/registration/
https://www.omb.alaska.gov/index.php
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Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 

Division of Statewide Aviation 

4111 Aviation Ave. 

Anchorage, Alaska 99502 
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To learn more visit our website:  dot.alaska.gov 

 

To receive Plane Talk sign up here:  

 

 

  Our mission is to: 

 

          “Keep Alaska Moving through  

 

                    service and infrastructure.” 
 

http://www.dot.alaska.gov/
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/AKDOT/subscriber/new?


MEETING AGENDA ITEMS DUE BY 5:00PM PACKET ITEMS DUE BY 5:00PM

Thursday, April 14, 2016 Wednesday, March 30, 2016 Friday, April 01, 2016
Thursday, June 09, 2016 Wednesday, May 25, 2016 Friday, May 27, 2016
Thursday, August 11, 2016 Wednesday, July 27, 2016 Friday, July 29, 2016
Thursday, October 13, 2016 Wednesday, September 28, 2016 Friday, September 30, 2016
Thursday, December 08, 2016 Monday, November 21, 2016* Wednesday, November 23, 2016*

*Due early because of holiday

2016 Meeting Agenda & Packet Due Dates
AVIATION ADVISORY BOARD
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