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MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY BOARD Wednesday, January 27, 2016

I. CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Transportation Advisory Board was held
on Wednesday, January 27, 2016, at the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Lower Level Conference Room,
350 E. Dahlia Avenue, Palmer, Alaska. The meeting was called to order at 2:05 pm by Acting Chair
Mr. Don Carney.

II. ROLL CALL AND DETERMINATION OF A QUOROM

Transportation Advisory Board members present and establishing a quorum were:
Ms. Cindy Bettine
Mr. Don Carney
Mr. Dan Elliott

Ms. BethFread

Mr. David Lundin

Ms. Sonya Larkey-Walden -joined us at 2:07

Transportation Advisory Board members absent and excused were:

Staff and Agency Representatives in attendance were:
Mr. Brad Sworts, Transportation Manager
Mr. Mike Weller, Traffic Data Technician
Ms. Debbie Passmore, Administrative Secretary
Ms. Jessica Smith, MSB Planner II
Ms. Sara Jansen, MSB Planner II

III. AUDIENCE INTRODUCTION

Mr. Eugene Carl Haberman
Allen Kemplen, ADOT&PF
Ms. Melanie Nichols, ADOT&PF Planner II
Mr. Tom Healy, City of Palmer
Mr. Dave Palmer, Parks, Rec. and Trails Board
Mr. Paul Carpenter, NIT and Transit Coalition

IV. APPROVAL OF TODAY'S AGENDA

MOTION: Ms. Beth Fread moved to approve today's agenda; Ms. Sonya Larkey-Walden
seconded. Discussion to move the Presentation so it will be held before the Agency and Staff
reports. The Board decided to let the agenda stand.

MOTION: Mr. David Lundin moved that we postpone the approval of the minutes until our next
meeting so the Board members have a chance to read them.

VOTE: no objections and that amendment passes.

VOTE: Motion to approvethe agendaas amended passes without objection.

Matanuska-Susitna Borough Transportation Advisory Board 1-27-2016
Regular Meeting Minutes Page 1of 4
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MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH 
Planning and Land Use Department 
350 East Dahlia Avenue  Palmer, AK  99645 
Phone (907) 861-7833  Fax (907) 861-7876 

Email: planning@matsugov.us 
 

 

 
MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:  February 26, 2016 

TO:  Planning Commissioners 

FROM: Eileen Probasco, Director of Planning and Land Use 

SUBJECT: Items tentatively scheduled for future PC Meetings or Administrative Actions and 
Updates on PC items sent to the Assembly 

 
 
March 21, 2016 (MSB Assembly Chambers) 
 
Introduction for Public Hearing Quasi-Judicial 

• Resolution 16-12, a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) in accordance with MSB 
17.30 – Conditional Use Permit for Earth Materials Extraction Activities, for the 
extraction of 1,300,000 cubic yards of earth material from a 20-acre site within an 
80-acre parcel, located within Township 18 North, Range 2 East, Section 3, Tax 
Parcel B2 (18N02E03B0002), Seward Meridian. Public Hearing: April 4, 2016. 
(Staff: Mark Whisenhunt, Applicant: Gary Robles) 

 
Introduction for Public Hearing Legislative 

• Resolution 16-14, a resolution recommending Assembly approval to amend 
Ordinance MSB 15.24.030, adopting the MSB Metropolitan Planning 
Organization (MPO) Self-Assessment. Public Hearing: April 4, 2016. (Staff: 
Jessica Smith) 

• Resolution 16-11, a resolution recommending Assembly approval of an Interim 
Materials District (IMD) in accordance with MSB 17.28 – Interim Materials 
District, for the extraction of 12,140,000 cubic yards of earth material from 260 
acres within a 440-acre area, located within Township 17 North, Range 1 East, 
Sections 1 & 12, Tax Parcels D5, D6, A7, and B6 (17N01E12A007 & B006), 
Seward Meridian. Public Hearing: April 4, 2016. (Staff: Mark Whisenhunt, 
Applicant: MSB Land Management) 

 
Agency/Staff Reports 

 (None) 
 
Land Use Classifications 

 (None) 
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Public Hearing Quasi-Judicial 
 (None) 

 
Public Hearing Legislative 

• Resolution 16-09, a resolution recommending the Assembly adopt the 2016 Port 
MacKenzie Master Plan. Referred to the Planning Commission by the Assembly 
on February 2, 2016, and due back by May 3, 2016. (Staff: Eileen Probasco) 

• Resolution 16-08, A resolution recommending Assembly approval of an Interim 
Materials District (IMD), in accordance with MSB 17.28 – Interim Materials 
District for the extraction of 750,000 cubic yards of earth material from a 25-acre 
site within a 40-acre parcel, located within Township 17 North, Range 04 West, 
Section 25, Tax Parcel B19 (17N04W25B019), Seward Meridian. (Staff: Mark 
Whisenhunt, Applicant: Happy Heairet) 

• Resolution 16-13, a resolution recommending the Assembly adopt Ordinance 
MSB 8.41, Marijuana Related Facility License Referrals. Referred to the Planning 
Commission by the Assembly on February 16, 2016, and due back by May 16, 
2016. (Staff: Alex Strawn) 

 
Unfinished Business 

 (None) 
 
New Business 

 (None) 
 
Commission Business 

 (None) 
 
 

April 4, 2016 (MSB Assembly Chambers) 
 
Introduction for Public Hearing Quasi-Judicial 
• Resolution 16-15, requesting a setback variance to allow the handicap access ramp/deck 

at the Trapper Creek Inn to remain setback 15.9 feet from the Parks Highway right-of-
way; located at 23471 S. Parks Highway; MSB Tax Account # 26N05W29D007; within 
Township 26 North, Range 5 West, Section 29, Seward Meridian. Public Hearing: April 
18, 2016. (Staff: Susan Lee, Applicant: Trapper Creek Inn) 

 
Introduction for Public Hearing Legislative 

 (None) 
 
Agency/Staff Reports 

 (None) 
 
Land Use Classifications 

 (None) 
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Public Hearing Quasi-Judicial 
• Resolution 16-12, a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) in accordance with MSB 

17.30 – Conditional Use Permit for Earth Materials Extraction Activities, for the 
extraction of 1,300,000 cubic yards of earth material from a 20-acre site within an 
80-acre parcel, located within Township 18 North, Range 2 East, Section 3, Tax 
Parcel B2 (18N02E03B0002), Seward Meridian. (Staff: Mark Whisenhunt, 
Applicant: Gary Robles) 

 
Public Hearing Legislative 

• Resolution 16-14, a resolution recommending Assembly approval to amend MSB 
15.24.030, adopting the MSB Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Self-
Assessment. (Staff: Jessica Smith) 

• Resolution 16-11, a resolution recommending Assembly approval of an Interim 
Materials District (IMD) in accordance with MSB 17.28 – Interim Materials 
District, for the extraction of 12,140,000 cubic yards of earth material from 260 
acres within a 440-acre area, located within Township 17 North, Range 1 East, 
Sections 1 & 12, Tax Parcels D5, D6, A7, and B6 (17N01E12A007 & B006), 
Seward Meridian. (Staff: Mark Whisenhunt, Applicant: MSB Land Management) 

 
Unfinished Business 

 (None) 
 
New Business 

 (None) 
 
Commission Business 

 (None) 
 
 

April 18, 2016 (MSB Assembly Chambers) 
 
Introduction for Public Hearing Quasi-Judicial 

 (None) 
 
Introduction for Public Hearing Legislative 

 (None) 
 
Agency/Staff Reports 

 (None) 
 
Land Use Classifications 

 (None) 
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Public Hearing Quasi-Judicial 
• Resolution 16-15, requesting a setback variance to allow the handicap access ramp/deck 

at the Trapper Creek Inn to remain setback 15.9 feet from the Parks Highway right-of-
way; located at 23471 S. Parks Highway; MSB Tax Account # 26N05W29D007; within 
Township 26 North, Range 5 West, Section 29, Seward Meridian. (Staff: Susan Lee, 
Applicant: Trapper Creek Inn) 

 
Public Hearing Legislative 

 (None) 
 
Unfinished Business 

 (None) 
 
New Business 

 (None) 
 
Commission Business 

 (None) 
 

Upcoming PC Actions 
 
Quasi-Judicial 

• Victor Damyan junkyard CUP, 17N02W27B006. (Staff: Susan Lee) 
• Rocky Lake Setback Variance. (Applicant: Michael Solmonson, Staff: Mark 

Whisenhunt) 
• Earth Materials Extraction CUP, 18N02W27D009. (Applicant: T&J Gravel, Staff: 

Susan Lee) 
• Tews Junkyard CUP, 17N03W09A019. (Staff: TBD) 
• Burnett Variance. (Applicant: Stephen Spence, Staff: Susan Lee) 
• Three Bears Liquor Package Store CUP, Big Lake. (Staff: Mark Whisenhunt) 
• Knik Super Store Package Store Expansion CUP. (Staff: Susan Lee) 

 
Legislative 

• Sign Ordinance: adopting 17.53 Sign Standards (Staff: Alex Strawn) 
• Denali State Park SpUD. (Staff: Eileen Probasco) 
• Noise and Sound Code Update (Throughout MSB Code): Amendments will make 

noise and sound requirements more consistent, enforceable, and reasonable.  
(Staff: Mark Whisenhunt) 

• Denali Hwy, MP 99, IMD, T19N, R2W. Section 10 & 15, FM. (Applicant: 
AKDOT, Staff: Susan Lee) 

 
 

Other Upcoming Administrative Actions (Not going to the PC) 
• Nash/Chijuk Creek NRMU Timber Transportation Permit.  (Staff: Susan Lee) 
• MEA Lazelle Substation into Herning Substation Public Participation Plan. (Staff: 

Susan Lee)  
• Davis Legal Nonconforming Status Determination for a structure. (Staff: Susan 

Lee) 
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• Trapper Creek Inn, Legal Nonconforming Status Determination for a structure, 
26N05W29D007. (Staff: Susan Lee) 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
PC Decisions Currently Under Appeal 

• Resolution 15-01, a resolution adopting findings of fact and conclusions of law to 
support the Planning Commissions failure to approve Resolution 14-33. (CMS 
appeal of BOAA decision to Superior Court on March 31, 2015) 

• Resolution 15-43, a resolution adopting findings of fact and conclusions of law to 
support the Planning Commissions failure to approve Resolution 15-36, 
approving a set-back structure for a new building in Clester Extension. Appealed 
to BOAA. (Staff: Susan Lee, Applicant: Ivan and Lynne Schuening) 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Updates/Presentations/Work Sessions 

• Planning Commission Powers (Staff: Lauren Driscoll, Alex Strawn, and Assistant 
Borough Attorney) 

 
 

Updates on PC items going to the Assembly (Pending) 
 

Planning Commission Assembly 
Reso ORD/Reso # IM 

Resolution 16-03, A resolution recommending 
Assembly approval of proposed amendments to 
Title 43, Subdivisions, to address inconsistencies 
outlined in the Planning Department staff 
memorandum dated March 1, 2013. (Staff: Eileen 
Probasco)  

ORD # 16-018 IM # 16-029 

Actions: 12/21/15 – PC Introduction 
01/04/16 – PC Public Hearing – Approved 
02/16/16 – Assembly Introduction 
03/01/16 – Assembly Public Hearing - Pending 

 
 

Planning Commission Assembly 
Reso ORD/Reso # IM 

Resolution 16-05, A resolution recommending 
Assembly adoption of the Seldon Road Extension 
Corridor Access Management Plan. (Staff: Mike 
Campfield) 

ORD # 16-__ IM # 16-__ 

Actions: 01/08/16 – PC Introduction 
02/01/16 – PC Public Hearing – Approved 
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Updates on PC items going to the Assembly (Complete) 
 

Planning Commission Assembly 
Reso ORD/Reso # IM 

Resolution 15-20, A resolution recommending 
Assembly approval of an Interim Materials District 
(IMD) in accordance with MSB 17.28 – Interim 
Materials District, for the extraction of 1,000,000 
cubic yards of earth material from a 22-acre site 
within a 60-acre parcel, located at 22347 S. 
Watkins Road, Trapper Creek, within Township 26 
North, Range 5 West, Section 20, Tax Parcel B008 
(26N05WB008), Seward Meridian. (Applicant: 
Trapper Creek Gravel, Staff Mark Whisenhunt) 

ORD # 15-150 IM # 15-236 

Actions: 06/01/15 - PC Introduction 
06/15/15 – PC Public Hearing – Amended/Approved 
12/01/15 – Assembly Introduction 
12/15/15 – Assembly Public Hearing – Postponed until 02/02/16 
02/02/16 – Assembly Unfinished Business – Supported Denial 

 
 

Planning Commission Assembly 
Reso ORD/Reso # IM 

Resolution 15-35, A resolution recommending 
Assembly approval of an Interim Materials District 
(IMD) in accordance with MSB 17.28 – Interim 
Materials District, for the extraction of 540,000 cubic 
yards of earth material from 38.9-acre site within a 
120-acre parcel, located within Township 18 North, 
Range 2 West, Section 24, Tax Parcel D1 (Tax ID 
18N02W24D0001), Seward Meridian. (Staff: Mark 
Whisenhunt, Applicant: B&E Construction) 

ORD # 16-008 IM # 16-015 

Actions: 09/21/15 - PC Introduction 
10/19/15 – PC Public Hearing – Amended/Failed 
11/02/15 – Unfinished Business – Reso 15-40 Supporting Denial 
01/26/16 – Assembly Introduction 
02/02/16 – Assembly Public Hearing – Supported Denial 

 
 

Planning Commission Assembly 
Reso ORD/Reso # IM 

Resolution 15-41, A resolution recommending the 
Assembly append the Big Lake Comprehensive 
Plan to include the Big Lake Community Impact 
Assessment. (Staff: Sara Jansen) 

ORD # 15-143 IM # 15-198 

Actions: 12/21/15 – PC Introduction 
01/04/16 – PC Public Hearing – Approved 
01/12/16 – Assembly Introduction 
01/26/16 – Assembly Public Hearing – Amended/Adopted 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION MARCH 7, 2016 Page 392



Planning Commission Assembly 
Reso ORD/Reso # IM 

Resolution 16-04, A resolution recommending the 
Assembly classify a Borough-owned Parcel, Tax ID 
16N04W36D005, located in the Point MacKenzie 
community, containing 17.7 acres, as Reserved Use 
Lands for a future park, library, and community 
center. (MSB007127) (Staff: Emerson Krueger) 

ORD # 16-007 IM # 16-013 

Actions: 01/04/16 – PC Land Use Classification – Approved 
01/26/16 – Assembly Introduction 
02/02/16 – Assembly Public Hearing - Adopted 
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