
MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH 
AVIATION ADVISORY BOARD 

 
Chair – Archie Giddings (5) David Lundin – (1) Stanley Barry  – (2) Norman Chance – (3) 
Chris Kepler – (4) Michael Pannone – (6) David Palmer – (7) VACANT – (8) 
Mark Stigar – (9) Jessica Smith, MSB Planner II Josi Willcox, Clerk  
 

AGENDA 
 

REGULAR MEETING                April 14, 2016 
DSJ BUILDING ASSEMBLY CHAMBERS                      2:30 P.M. 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER; ROLL CALL 
 
II. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 A. March 2, 2016  
 
V. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
 
VI. AGENCY AND STAFF REPORTS; PRESENTATIONS 
 A. Airports 
  1. Mr. Archie Giddings: Wasilla Airport  
  2. Mr. Jeff Combs: Palmer Airport 
 B. State/DOT 
  1. Willow Lake Use Plan 
 C. Matanuska-Susitna Borough 
  1. Ms. Lauren Driscoll, MSB Chief of Planning 

2. Ms. Jessica Smith, MSB Planner II 
 
 
VII. NEXT MEETING REMINDER 
 Thursday, June 9, 2016, from 2:30-4:30 in the Assembly chambers of the Borough 
 Building. 
 
VIII. MISC. INFORMATIONAL HANDOUTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 A. We have openings on the Board for the Member 8 position 
 B. Schedule of deadlines for next meeting 
 
IX. COMMENTS FROM THE BOARD 
 
X. ADJOURNMENT 
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MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
AVIATION ADVISORY BOARD Wednesday, March 2, 2016 

I. CALL TO ORDER; ROLL CALL 

The regular meeting of the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Aviation Advisory Board was held on 
Wednesday, March 2, 2016, at the MSB Assembly Chambers, 350 E. Dahlia, Palmer, Alaska.  
The meeting was called to order at 2:30 p.m. by Mr. Archie Giddings 

Aviation Advisory Board members present and establishing a quorum were: 
Mr. David Lundin  
Mr. Dave Palmer 
Mr. Mike Pannone  
Mr. Barry Stanley 
Mr. Mark Stigar 
Mr. Norman Chance 

Excused:  Mr. Archie Giddings 

Staff and Agency Representatives in attendance were: 
Ms. Jessica Smith 
Ms. Sara Jansen 

II. APPROVAL OF AGENDA; PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

MOTION:  Mr. Barry Stanley moved to approve today’s agenda; seconded by Mr. Mark Stigar 

CORRECTION:   
• Ms Jessica Smith asked that we change the date to reflect 2016 and move Sara Jansen to

Staff Reports and Presentations.  
• Mr. David Palmer asked that we introduce a float plane lane to the Talkeetna Airport; Mr.

Barry Stanley agreed. 

VOTE: No objection; agenda approved as amended. 

MOTION:  Mr. Palmer moved to add Talkeetna float plane lane 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mr. David Palmer 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

January 19, 2016 – Regular Meeting 

MOTION:  None. Mr. David Palmer introduced the minutes to be approved 

CORRECTION:  Mr. Barry Stanley suggested change “introduce” to “discuss” floatplane issue 

MOTION: Mr. Barry Stanley moved to approve as amended, Mr. Mike Pannone seconded. 
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IV. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION
A. Eugene Carl Haberson 
• Requested Motion for Reconsideration regarding approval of minutes
• Spoke about dissatisfaction with CIP process
• Complimented AAB’s decision to hear public comment before making decisions

MOTION: Mike Pannone moved to reconsider approval of minutes;  Barry Stanley seconded  

VOTE:  Unanimous to reconsider 
• 

V. STAFF REPORTS & PRESENTATIONS 

A. Transportation Advisory Board (David Lundin) 
• Illumination report given by State of Alaska at last TAB meeting

B. New AAB Staff (Josi Willcox, AAB Clerk)

C. Sara Jansen 2018-2023 CIP
• Explained timeline
• Explained process and that board can make suggestions
• Nomination period is open until March 25th

• Explained vetting process to board
• Date set in June to vet projects for upcoming CIP
• Clarified projects for Willow and Talkeetna were the same, as both areas exhibit the same

need

C.  Chris Cole, Aviation Planner, DOWL - RASP Phase 2 Status Update (DOWL) 
• Completed economic impact report and have a brochure
• Task 2 – site selection – 7 mile; cowl lake, section 9 gravel pit
• Each site has problems
• Met with DOT and FAA; was encouraged and offered advice
• When site is selected, a report will be given to AAB
• Activity forecast for borough under review for editing will send to us to review when done
• MSB is reviewing docs for land use
• 12 month schedule for project, Mr. Palmer concerned that meeting bimonthly could interfere

with deadline

VI. ITEMS OF BUSINESS

A. Board discussion of AAB goals and priorities for the coming year with Ms. Jessica Smith,
MSB Planner. 

1. 2016 Draft AAB Agenda Schedule
• Ms. Smith:  introduced draft schedule; pointed state potentially speaking at August AAB

meeting; spoke to broader education of public re: aviation and AAB goals; suggested adding
transportation fair in the fall to AAB schedule

• Mr. Palmer asked for questions/comments
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DISCUSSION ENSUED 
 
RESOLUTION: 

• Schedule will not be voted on and approved to maintain flexibility 
• Meeting discussions will primarily focus on state and Mat-Su airports 
• State aviation plan will be heard twice annually, as it is a “rolling” plan 
• Representatives from the FAA, AIP and DOT will be invited and encouraged to attend AAB 

meetings, with the goal being to have conversation twice a year with FAA and AIP 
• Be mindful of financially critical times when setting agendas 
• Will try to include information from AKMAC 
• Schedule will be posted with each packet on the MSB website 

 
B. Talkeetna Airport 

• Mr. Palmer introduced discussion on float plane lane 
• State may be putting it in master plane  
• Asked for update from Ms. Smith 

C. Ms. smith 
• Traffic concerns (on the ground) 
• Talkeetna master plan 
• Community has to make the request 
• MSB planning needs to continue conversations with talkeetna cc to get them to “ask” 

for the things they need including float plane lane 
D. Mr. Palmer 

• Concerned about letting it go due to request coming from commercial operators in the 
talkeetna community 

E. Mr. Pannone 
• Archie was going to ballpark whether or not it would fit 

F. Mr. Palmer 
• Has layout of plan – some property from SoA would need to \be purchased 
• Asked for other comments 

G. Mr. Pannone 
• Can’t really discuss it until more information is obtained 

H. Mr. Palmer 
• Keep it on agenda  

 
 

VII. CORRESPONDENCE & INFORMATION 
 
Ms. Smith introduced the following items: 
 
A. Department of Transportation & Public Facilities (DOT&PF), Plane Talk Newsletter (Winter 
2105-2016) 
 
B.  April 14, 2016 AAB Meetings Deadlines Schedule (agenda items 
 
C. Seat 8 Vacancy:  Please encourage applications 
 
VIII. MEMBER COMMENTS 
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Mr. Stanley 
• future airports and long term things;
• important to remember the airports we have and that we have even less funding;
• is worried about whether or not our airports will grow;
• anything we can do to keep that at the forefront would be good;
• any education we can do would be beneficial

Mr. Pannone: 
• Reminder that Hall of Fame is on the 18th of March at the Old Hangar on Merrill field

Mr. Stigar: 
• forwarded email to Debbie – didn’t have Jessica’s email address

Mr. Chance: 
• on board with Alaska air carriers,
• keeps hearing about funding issues and equipment maintenance – same issues Mat-Su is

facing;
• not much federal funding coming in to Alaska;
• if the airport in talkeetna is to be funded, perhaps an approach would be as an economic

driver, not just float plane base – sometimes the economic development angle gets more
action

Mr. Lundin: 
• welcomed Mr. Chance to the board;
• wants to make sure we invite the municipal airport people to the meetings

XI. NEXT MEETING
New agenda items 

Send advance email for call for agenda items 

XII. ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  Mr. Pannone moved to adjourn;  

MEETING ADJOURNED at 4:32 p.m. 
____________________________________ 
Mr. David Palmer, AAB Member 
Mr. Archie Giddings, Chair 

ATTEST: 

____________________________________ 
Josi Willcox, Board Admin. Support 
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