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  Action: Approved 
   
   
   

 
MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH 

TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY BOARD RESOLUTION NO. 16-02 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH TRANSPORTATION 
ADVISORY BOARD SUPPORTING PLANNING EFFORTS TO DEVELOP A REGIONAL 
TRANSPORTATION PLANNING PARTNERSHIP PROCESS TO ENSURE BETTER 
COMMUNICATION AND COLLABORATION BETWEEN THE ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES, THE BOROUGH, AND THE 
CITIES OF PALMER, WASILLA, AND HOUSTON. 

WHEREAS, over the last decade there have been several 

transportation projects within the Matanuska-Susitna Borough 

that have been postponed or delayed due to communication and/or 

collaboration issues between the Alaska Department of 

Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) and the Matanuska-

Susitna Borough (Borough); and 

WHEREAS, these delays and postponements have come at 

significant costs in terms of project budgets, public trust, 

safety, and political support; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough, the cities of Palmer, Wasilla, and 

Houston (cities), and DOT&PF hosted a Regional Transportation 

Planning Workshop (workshop) in 2014 to specifically address the 

challenges, opportunities and issues facing regional 

transportation planning and to encourage the better 

communication and collaboration; and 
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WHEREAS, workshop participants identified seven key 

opportunities for regional transportation planning improvements: 

• Advance shared decision making; 

• Ensure community and stakeholder involvement; 

• Improve connectivity throughout the region; 

• Ensure maintenance budgets meet infrastructure needs; 

• Emphasize regional planning and coordination; 

• Link land use and transportation planning efforts; and 

• Collaborate to fund projects. 

WHEREAS, since 2014 the borough, cities, and DOT&PF have 

been working to implement projects and strategies identified in 

the report and action plan developed from the workshop; and 

WHEREAS, identified in the workshop report and action plan, 

the borough, cities, and DOT&PF applied jointly for a 

Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) 

grant in 2014 and developed a self-assessment report in 2015 to 

understand and prepare for the region’s future designation as a 

Metropolitan Planning Organization; and 

WHEREAS, the DOT&PF awarded a grant in the amount of one 

million dollars to the Mat-Su Borough in 2015 to continue 

current efforts in regional transportation planning; and 

WHEREAS, of the several projects identified for funding by 

the DOT&PF grant, the development of a Regional Transportation 
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Planning Partnership Process (partnership process) was included; 

and 

WHEREAS, the development of the partnership process was 

highlighted in the report and action plan and will help to 

address each of the improvement opportunities identified by 

workshop participants; and 

WHEREAS, communication and cooperation is critical to the 

development and implementation of the partnership process; and 

WHEREAS, before completely developing the process, staff is 

seeking support for the overall concept and a willingness to 

participate in the development of the partnership process; and 

WHEREAS, the partnership process is intended to create a 

proactive management approach to change the paradigm of how the 

borough, cities and partner agencies plan for, manage and fund 

transportation improvements; and 

WHEREAS, the conceptual partnership process would work as 

such: 1) It would begin before design on any major project that 

meets a mutually agreed upon criteria. 2) A formal agreement is 

drafted and agreed upon by all parties outlining the governance 

structure for managing the project. 3) Together the partnership 

defines the problem and outlines the community involvement 

strategy. 4) Once the problem is defined, the partnership drafts 

performance measures and project goals to evaluate their 

decisions and track their progress. 5) The partnership is 

PLANNING COMMISSION AUGUST 1, 2016 Page 55



involved in strategizing solutions and developing 

funding/implementation plans. Partners share resources to 

advance the identified strategies and solutions. 6) Once a 

solution is identified that solution shall be presented to the 

impacted community(ies) for their consideration and comments. 7) 

The partnership is not disbanded when the project enters the 

design phase; it follows the project providing oversight and 

ensuring the goals and performance measures are being met. 8) 

The partnership continues to evaluate its success after 

construction and through that life cycle of the transportation 

facility; and 

WHEREAS, the partnership would create an opportunity for 

improved regional governance over major transportation projects 

by allowing the pooling of resources, collaborative problem 

solving, and prioritized investments. The combination of these 

elements brings the region an improved ability to operate with a 

shared vision, save time and money, regain the public trust, 

empower staff to make the right decisions, and build positive 

political capital; and 

WHEREAS, the State of Alaska Department of Transportation & 

Public Facilities (DOT&PF) is obligated by 23 CFR450.210(b) to 

have a documented process for consulting non-metropolitan local 

officials for both the Statewide Transportation Improvement 

Program (STIP) and the Statewide Transportation Plan (SLRTP). 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Matanuska-Susitna 

Borough Transportation Advisory Board hereby supports planning 

efforts to develop a regional transportation planning 

partnership program to ensure better communication and 

collaboration between the Alaska Department of Transportation 

and Public Facilities, the Borough and the Cities of Palmer, 

Wasilla and Houston. 

ADOPTED by the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Transportation 

Advisory Board this 22nd day of June, 2016. 

 

 DAVID LUNDIN, Chair 

ATTEST  

  

Jessica Smith, Transportation Planner 
Staff Support 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

PASSED UNAMINMOUSLY: Lundin, Fread, L. Wilson, D. Wilson, 

Larkey-Walden, Bettine, Elliott. 
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MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH 
Planning and Land Use Department 

350 East Dahlia Avenue  Palmer, AK  99645 
Phone (907) 861-7833  Fax (907) 861-7876 

Email: planning@matsugov.us 
 

 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:  July 22, 2016 

TO:  Planning Commissioners 

FROM: Eileen Probasco, Director of Planning and Land Use 

SUBJECT: Items tentatively scheduled for future PC Meetings or Administrative Actions and 
Updates on PC items sent to the Assembly 

 
August 15, 2016 (MSB Assembly Chambers) 
 
Introduction for Public Hearing Quasi-Judicial 

• Resolution 16-30, a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) in accordance with MSB 
17.67 – Tall Structures including Telecommunication Facilities, Wind Energy 
Conversion Systems, and Other Tall Structures, for a 180 foot tall 
telecommunication tower (NSL1), located at 23619 W. Parks Highway; MSB Tax 
ID # 18N04W11A001; within Township 18 North, Range 4 West, Section 11, 
Seward Meridian. Public Hearing: September 19, 2016. (Staff: Mark Whisenhunt) 

• Resolution 16-31, a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) in accordance with MSB 
17.67 – TALL Structures including Telecommunication Facilities, Wind Energy 
Conversion Systems, and Other Tall Structures, for a 180 foot tall 
telecommunication tower (DLY1), located at 41238 W. Parks Highway; MSB 
Tax ID # 20N04W06C003; within Township 20 North, Range 4 West, Section 6, 
Seward Meridian. Public Hearing: September 19, 2016. (Staff: Mark Whisenhunt) 

• Resolution 16-32, a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) in accordance with MSB 
17.67 – TALL Structures including Telecommunication Facilities, Wind Energy 
Conversion Systems, and Other Tall Structures, for a 180 foot tall 
telecommunication tower (KSH1), located at 15960 E. Kashwitna Road; MSB 
Tax ID # 23N04W29C006; within Township 23 North, Range 4 West, Section 29, 
Seward Meridian. Public Hearing: September 19, 2016. (Staff: Mark Whisenhunt) 

 
Introduction for Public Hearing Legislative 

• Resolution 16-27, recommending Assembly adoption of the FY 2018 – 2023 
Capital Improvement Program. Public Hearing: September 19, 2016. (Staff: Sara 
Jansen) 

 
Agency/Staff Reports 

 (None) 
 
Land Use Classifications 
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 (None) 
 
Public Hearing Quasi-Judicial 

 (None) 
 
Public Hearing Legislative 

• Resolution 16-28, recommending Assembly approval of an Interim Materials 
District (IMD) known as Denali Highway Mile 99, in accordance with MSB 
17.28 – Interim Materials District, for the extraction of 500,000 cubic yards of 
earth material within a 69.91 acre parcel until the year 2060, located within 
Township 19 South, Range 2 West, Section 10 & 15, Fairbanks Meridian. 
(Applicant: State of Alaska, Department of Transportation and Public Facilities, 
AKDOT&PF, Staff: Susan Lee) 

 
Unfinished Business 

 (None) 
 
New Business 

 (None) 
 
Commission Business 

 (None) 
 
 

September 19, 2016 (MSB Assembly Chambers) 
 
Introduction for Public Hearing Quasi-Judicial 

• Resolution 16-29, a request for a Conditional Use Permit in accordance with 
MSB 17.70, Regulation of Alcoholic Beverage Uses, for the expansion of the 
Knik Super Store Liquor package store, located at Lot 1, Settlers Bay Lodge 
Subdivision; 5721 S. Knik Goose Bay Road; within Township 17 North, Range 2 
West, Section 34, Seward Meridian. Public Hearing: October 3, 2016. (Staff: 
Susan Lee) 

 
Introduction for Public Hearing Legislative 

 (None) 
 
Agency/Staff Reports 

 (None) 
 
Land Use Classifications 

 (None) 
 
Public Hearing Quasi-Judicial 

• Resolution 16-30, a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) in accordance with MSB 
17.67 – Tall Structures including Telecommunication Facilities, Wind Energy 
Conversion Systems, and Other Tall Structures, for a 180 foot tall 
telecommunication tower (NSL1), located at 23619 W. Parks Highway; MSB Tax 
ID # 18N04W11A001; within Township 18 North, Range 4 West, Section 11, 
Seward Meridian. (Staff: Mark Whisenhunt) 
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• Resolution 16-31, a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) in accordance with MSB 
17.67 – TALL Structures including Telecommunication Facilities, Wind Energy 
Conversion Systems, and Other Tall Structures, for a 180 foot tall 
telecommunication tower (DLY1), located at 41238 W. Parks Highway; MSB 
Tax ID # 20N04W06C003; within Township 20 North, Range 4 West, Section 6, 
Seward Meridian. (Staff: Mark Whisenhunt) 

• Resolution 16-32, a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) in accordance with MSB 
17.67 – TALL Structures including Telecommunication Facilities, Wind Energy 
Conversion Systems, and Other Tall Structures, for a 180 foot tall 
telecommunication tower (KSH1), located at 15960 E. Kashwitna Road; MSB 
Tax ID # 23N04W29C006; within Township 23 North, Range 4 West, Section 29, 
Seward Meridian. (Staff: Mark Whisenhunt) 

 
Public Hearing Legislative 

• Resolution 16-27, recommending Assembly adoption of the FY 2018 – 2023 
Capital Improvement Program. (Staff: Sara Jansen) 

 
Unfinished Business 

 (None) 
 
New Business 

 (None) 
 
Commission Business 

 (None) 
 
 

Upcoming PC Actions 
 
Quasi-Judicial 

• Central Monofill Services CUP remanded back to Planning Commission by 
Superior Court. (Staff: Alex Strawn)  

• Victor Damyan junkyard CUP, 17N02W27B006. (Staff: Susan Lee) 
• Rocky Lake Setback Variance. (Applicant: Michael Solmonson, Staff: Mark 

Whisenhunt) 
• Earth Materials Extraction CUP, 18N02W27D009. (Applicant: T&J Gravel, Staff: 

Susan Lee) 
• Tews Junkyard CUP, 17N03W09A019 and A007. (Staff: Susan Lee) 
• Burnett Variance. (Applicant: Stephen Spence, Staff: Susan Lee) 
• 907 Club CUP. (Staff: Mark Whisenhunt) 
• MTA Tall Structure CUP, 25N04W19A006. (Staff: TBD) 
• Long Beach Division 2 Variance. (Staff: Susan Lee) 
• Forks Roadhouse Beverage Dispensary CUP. (Staff: TBD) 
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Legislative 

• Title 17 Consolidation. (Staff: Sara Jansen) 
 
 

Other Upcoming Administrative Actions (Not going to the PC) 
• Nash/Chijuk Creek NRMU Timber Transportation Permit. (Staff: Susan Lee) 
• Minnick Earth Materials Extraction Administrative Permit. (Staff: Mark 

Whisenhunt) 
• Trapper Creek Bluegrass Festival August Special Event Permit. (Staff: Susan Lee) 
• Psenak Earth Material Extraction Administrative Permit. (Staff: Mark 

Whisenhunt) 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
PC Decisions Currently Under Appeal 

• Central Monofill Services Application for a CUP Remanded by to the Planning 
Commission by Superior Court. (Staff: Alex Strawn) 

 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Updates/Presentations/Work Sessions 

• Planning Commission Powers (Staff: Alex Strawn, and Assistant Borough 
Attorney) 

 
 
Updates on PC items going to the Assembly (Pending) 
 
 

Planning Commission Assembly 
Reso ORD/Reso # IM 

Resolution 16-05, A resolution recommending 
Assembly adoption of the Seldon Road Extension 
Corridor Access Management Plan. (Staff: Mike 
Campfield) 

ORD # 16-__ IM # 16-__ 

Actions: 01/08/16 – PC Introduction 
02/01/16 – PC Public Hearing – Approved 
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Planning Commission Assembly 
Reso ORD/Reso # IM 

Resolution 16-13, a resolution recommending the 
Assembly adopt MSB 8.41, Marijuana Related 
Facility License Referrals. Referred to the Planning 
Commission by the Assembly on February 16, 
2016, and due back by May 16, 2016. (Staff: Alex 
Strawn) 

ORD # 16-021 IM # 16-027 

Actions: 03/07/16 – PC Introduction 
03/21/16 – PC Public Hearing – Approved 
05/17/16 – Assembly Introduction 
06/07/16 – Assembly Public Hearing – Postponed until 8/2/16 
08/02/16 – Assembly Public Hearing 

 
 

Planning Commission Assembly 
Reso ORD/Reso # IM 

Resolution 16-19, recommending Assembly 
adoption of an Ordinance establishing Riparian 
Buffer Standards on High Priority Salmon Streams. 
Referred by the Assembly to the PC on April 20, 
2016, for 90 days. (Staff: Frankie Barker) 

ORD # 16-__ IM # 16-__ 

Actions: 05/02/16 – PC Introduction 
05/16/16 – PC Public Hearing – Failed 
08/02/16 – Assembly Introduction 

 
 

Planning Commission Assembly 
Reso ORD/Reso # IM 

Resolution 16-21, recommending Assembly 
approval of an Interim Materials District (IMD) at 
the MSB Central Landfill in accordance with MSB 
17.28 – Interim Materials District, for the extraction 
of 3,120,000 cubic yards of earth material from 45 
acres within a 120-acre area, located within 
Township 17 North, Range 1 East, Section 1, Tax 
Parcel D5 (17N01E01D005). (Applicant: MSB 
Land Management, Staff: Mark Whisenhunt) 

ORD # 16-090 IM # 16-128 

Actions: 05/02/16 – PC Introduction 
05/16/16 – PC Public Hearing – Amended/Approved 
06/21/16 – Assembly Introduction 
08/02/16 – Assembly Public Hearing 
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Planning Commission Assembly 
Reso ORD/Reso # IM 

Resolution 16-22, recommending amendments to 
Assembly Ordinance 16-003, an Ordinance 
Amending MSB 17.60 to Include Permit 
Requirements and Standards for Marijuana Related 
Facilities. Referred by the Assembly to the PC on 
April 5, 2016, for 90 days. (Staff: Alex Strawn) 

ORD # 16-003 IM # 16-__ 

Actions: 05/02/16 – PC Introduction 
05/16/16 – PC Public Hearing – Continued to 06/06/16 
06/06/16 – PC Public Hearing – Postponed to 06/20/16 
06/20/16 – Amended/Approved 

 
 
Updates on PC items going to the Assembly (Complete) 
 

Planning Commission Assembly 
Reso ORD/Reso # IM 

Resolution 16-17, a resolution recommending 
Assembly adoption of the Louise Susitna Tyone 
Lakes Comprehensive Plan Update previously 
known as the Lake Louise Comprehensive Plan. 
Public Hearing continued from April 4, 2016. 
(Staff: Sara Jansen) 

ORD # 16-081 IM # 16-120 

Actions: 03/21/16 – PC Introduction 
04/18/16 – PC Public Hearing – Approved 
06/07/16 – Assembly Introduction 
06/21/16 – Assembly Public Hearing - Approved 
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