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National Flood  
Insurance Program (NFIP) 

Prohibits FEMA from providing flood insurance 
unless the community adopts and enforces 
floodplain management regulations that meet or 
exceed the floodplain management criteria 
established in 44CFR Part 60 

National Flood Insurance Act of 1968 
 

https://www.fema.gov/
https://www.fema.gov/


2011 LiDAR 
Project 

https://www.fema.gov/
https://www.fema.gov/


FEMA Director, Begich visit with Mat-Su officials 

“This has been a problem over and over 
again in Alaska, these mapping 
challenges,” Begich said. 

“This is something we need to run to 
ground,” Fugate said. 

Frontiersman, April 5, 2014 



“The State of Alaska identified the Mat-Su Watershed as a priority for FEMA's Risk 
MAP program.” 
 
“The State determines its priorities based on population at risk to hazards, recent 
events, and community interest.” 



West Fork Moose Creek 
Gate Creek 
Ninemile Creek 
Moose Creek 
Kroto Creek 
Trapper Creek Sidearm 
Trapper Creek 
Rabideux Creek 
Birch Creek Slough 
Birch Creek 
Question Creek 
Answer Creek 
Sunshine Creek 
Montana Creek 
Goose Creek 
Sheep Creek 
Sheep Creek Slough 
Caswell Creek 
Kashwitna River 

197 1/2 Mile Creek 
196 Mile Creek 
Little Willow Creek 
Lake Creek 
Unnamed Tributary to Lake Creek 
Lucille Creek 
Cottonwood Creek 
Unnamed Point Mackenzie 
Upper Matanuska River 
Matanuska River 
Knik River 
Willow Creek 
Willow Creek Tributary 
Little Susitna River 
Wasilla Creek 
Matanuska River 
Knik River 
Bodenburg Creek 

Waterbodies being updated 
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Proposed 



Proposed 

500 Year Event 



Proposed 

500 Year Event 2000 Year Event 



1971 Butte Flood 



1971 Butte Flood 



Letter of Map  
Amendment (LOMA) 



Butte Study 
Results 



Butte Study 
Results 





Homes* in existing 
flood zone = 879 
 
Homes* in proposed 
flood zone = 81 
 

Butte Study 
Results 

*Homes denotes structures > 480 sq. ft.  (2011 LiDAR data) 



Homes* coming out of floodplain         1,115 
• 45 come out of floodway 

 
Homes* coming into floodplain                128 

• 9 come in to floodway 
 
Homes* remaining in floodplain               656 

• 43 floodplain to floodway 
• 21 floodway to floodplain                     

Preliminary Stats 

*Homes denotes structures > 480 sq. ft.  (2011 LiDAR data) 



Estimated savings to homeowners 
Homes* coming out   =   1,115 

Assumption:  
• Percentage who have mortgage = 70% 
• Avg. life of mortgage = 15 years 
• Avg. annual insurance payment = $1,000 

 
1,115(0.70) x 15 x $1,000 = $11,707,500  

Homes* coming in =   128 
Assumption:  

• Percentage who have mortgage = 70% 
• Avg. life of mortgage = 15 years 
• Avg. annual insurance payment = $1,000 

 
128(0.70) x 15 x $1,000 = $1,344,000  

Net = $11,707,500 - $1,344,000 = $10,363,500 



Project timeline 
Meeting/Deliverable Actual/Projected Date 

Risk MAP Discovery Meeting April 23, 2013 

Flood Study Kick-Off Meeting December 13, 2013 

Draft Map Release August 28, 2015 

Flood Risk Review (FRR) Meeting January 20, 2016 

Preliminary DFIRM/FIS Release August 19, 2016 

Consultation Coordination Officers (CCO) Meeting November/December 2016 

Public Meeting/Workshop Winter 2016/2017 

Appeal Period Starts Early Spring 2017 

Appeal Period Ends Spring 2017 

Letter of Final Determination (LFD) Summer/Fall 2017 

Draft Multi-Hazard Risk Report Summer 2017 

Risk MAP Resilience Workshop Summer 2017 

Delivery of Final Risk Report and Risk Assessment Database Fall 2017 

Maps and FIS become Effective Early 2018 



Alex Strawn, Development Services Manager 
(907) 861-7854 
alex.strawn@hotmail.com 

Questions? 
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