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Just Keeps On Growing--Should Not Be 
Taken For Granted
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Better Than Most Places--Up 
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Employment Growth Just Keeps On 
Trucking
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Where MatSu Residents Work-

So,What Happens In The Rest Of The State Matters 

Mat-Su Borough  55%

North Slope   9%

Fairbanks NSB  1%

Anchorage  30%

Kenai Pen. Borough  1%
Rest of State  4%

S ource: A laska Department of Labor and W orkforce Development, Research and A nalysis S ection.

* Unduplicated counts of workers. W orkers were assigned to the area where they earned the most money during the year. E xcludes federal, uniformed military and self-employed workers..2005

Sourc es : Alas k a D epar tment of Labor  and W ork forc e D ev elopment, R es earc h and Analy s is

1Excludes uniformed military, federal and self-employed workers, 2014



This Is How Things Are Shaping Up In 
Anchorage In 2016
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Does this look like a recession?



This Is How Things Are Shaping Up In AK In 2016
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Number Of MatSu Residents Working On The Slope 
(In 2014 MatSu residents earned $258 million in the oil 

industry)  2.5 x average
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Previous Oil and Gas Employment Losses 

In Alaska
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*Very prelim inary estim ates--first quarter 2016 com pared to first quarter 2015



Ranking State
Median Household 

Income-2015

MatSu Borough $76,424

Anchorage $78,662

1 Maryland $75,847

2 Hawaii $73,486

3 Alaska $73,355

4 New Jersey $72,222

5 Connecticut $71,346

U.S. $55,775

Part of the Exclusive Club

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, ACS, 
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Mat-Su’s and Anchorage’s Unemployment

Rates Rising A Bit
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“Work is about a search for daily meaning as well as daily bread.” Studs Terkel 



A Big Reason Commuting Occurs
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S ource: A laska Department of Labor and W orkforce Development, Research and A nalysis S ection.



Single-Family Home Prices 
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Av erage Sales Prices of Single-Family Home, 2nd quarter 2016

Source: Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Research and Analysis Section.



Housing Prices Were A Better Deal In The MatSu 

In 1990 But Remain A Pretty Good Deal
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Percent of Valley Residents Working In 
The Valley--Not Much Change
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*Excludes federal, uniformed military and self-employed
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You House The State! Only A Slight 

Exaggeration-Building Permits 2015

Mat-Su Borough  37%Juneau  4%

Fairbanks NSB  10%

Anchorage  35% Kenai Pen. Borough  5%

Rest of State  9%

S ource: A laska Department of Labor and W orkforce Development, Research and A nalysis S ection.

* Unduplicated counts of workers. W orkers were assigned to the area where they earned the most money during the year. E xcludes federal, uniformed military and self-employed workers..2005

You built more than a third of 

the housing in the state and 

only hav e 14 percent of the 

population.



Building Permit Activity Perks Up In The MatSu 
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Single family home sales in the MatSu
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(1st 3 quarters of 2016 shows little change)

S ource: A laska Department of Labor and W orkforce Development, Research and A nalysis S ection, A laska Housing Finance Corporation, MLS .



Total +425 or up 26%



Foreclosures, Little Sign Of Much Change
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After ThreeYears of Decline The Trend Has 

Finally Reversed Itself

And 9,565 registered snowmachines in 2015--peaked at 11,048 in 2008 Source: Division of Motor Vehicles.



Questions?


