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MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH 
350 E. Dahlia Ave., Palmer, Alaska 99645 

CHAIRPERSON 
Terry Nininger 

MSB STAFF 
Brianne Blackburn 

BOARD MEMBERS 
Steve Colligan 

Andy Couch 
Howard Delo 

Larry Engel 
Jehnifer Ehmann 

Jim Sykes 
Mike Wood 

Exofficio: Bruce Knowles

FISH AND WILDLIFE COMMISSION 
AGENDA 

Lower Level Conference Room 

REGULAR MEETING  3 P.M. OCTOBER 20, 2017 

I. CALL TO ORDER; ROLL CALL 

II. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

III. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A. September 21, 2017 
B. September 29, 2017 
C. October 12, 2017 

V. ITEMS OF BUSINESS

A. Board of Fish Work Session 
B. ADF&G Season Summary Meeting-Questions 
C. FWC Structure-draft ordinance  
D. Legislative Priorities 
E. Governor’s letter to Mayor Halter 
F. Filling FWC Vacancy 
G. Budget for Fish Research Grant 

VI. UPCOMING

A. TBA: ADF&G Mat-Su season wrap up 
B. Nov 8-9: Salmon & Science Symposium-10yr celebration 
C. Nov 9: Board of Game Work Session (ANC) 

VII. MEMBER COMMENTS

VIII. ADJOURNMENT

Next Regular Meeting -  November 16th 
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Matanuska-Susitna Borough 

FISH AND WILDLIFE COMMISSION 
Thursday, September 21, 2017, 6:00pm 

MINUTES 
I. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 

Meeting was called to order at 6:15pm by Howard Delo at MSB in Palmer. Quorum was 

established with five members present: Howard Delo, Andy Couch, Mike Wood, Jim 

Sykes and Larry Engel. 

II. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Larry requested to add a line under Items of Business to discuss preparing a letter of
appreciation and acknowledgement for Patty Sullivan and Stefan Hinman to the Mayor.
Jim Sykes requested to amend the agenda to move Audience Participation to after
Approval of Minutes.

MOTION:  Larry Engel made a motion to approve the agenda as amended. 
Mike seconded the motion.  Motion approved by unanimous vote.  

III. MINUTES OF PRECEEDING MEETINGS

MOTION:  Jim made a motion to approve minutes from August 17, 2017. Andy 

seconded the motion.  Motion approved by unanimous vote. 

IV. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:  Pete Johnson and Dan Coleman of DNR were present and

provided an update on the project at Alexander Lake.  It was treated with Fluridone

(May 18th) – the process went well.  We are at a good point to continue the project -

planning on doing a fall application after we receive the results from the September 14th

water sample. We have a targeted level of fluridone in the water level – it is really

effective on elodea in lower level doses.  We do a slow progression to maintain the

habitats.  Discussion of the funding sources of the program with generous contributions

– we are looking for other funding sources – putting in applications:  Matsu Basin

Salmon Habitat Partnership, Fish and Wildlife Service, NOAA, searching web looking for 

funding sources; writing grants and applying for grants.  We are mostly looking for funds 

for product and transportation.  Alexander is the first off the road system lake.  Sucker 

Lake is also affected.  Looking to acquire an inflatable raft, an outboard motor and funds 

for water testing/sampling.  This is a multi-year process – we may be able to taper 

application down in other years.  We are trying to be more prepared. 

Two homeowners on Sucker Lake have cabins and from the sounds of it, the infestation 

sounds like it would require a complete treatment – looking at possibly a spring 

Fish and Wildlife Commission October 20, 2017 Packet Page 3 of 18



application if we can acquire the supplies for an application.  This is a state wide 

problem.  Sucker Lake would be a multi-year approach just like Alexander Lake.  Sucker 

Lake is SSW of Alexander Lake.  It is hard to say exactly how the infestation began 

whether it be from lake to lake or plane to lake.   

Budget ballpark - Alexander lake roughly cost is $79K per application for product – 

probably the same for Sucker Lake.  Spring and fall applications the first year then one 

application the following years depending on water samples.  Looking into option to 

have a fly over spray – haven’t looked into permits for this.  We are progressing – we 

can see the affect the Fluridone is having. 

V. ITEMS OF BUSINESS 

a. HB199

Mike gave an update and overview of HB199.  We are officially suing the state.  It

will be heard in Alaska Supreme Court October 3rd.  Everyone seems to be rather

optimistic that it should pass – the language is good; the language for not

passing it was not as good.  The law will have to figure that out right now.

b. BOF Work Session

Brianne provided an insight that this was a result of a conversation with Mr.

Hillstrand.  Mr. Hilstrand invited the commission to work with the drifters in

working with that corridor in Kodiak.  Patty Sullivan gave a brief description and

her ideas of Mr. Hillstrand’s requests.  Additional discussion ensued.  The BOF

working session is scheduled for October 17-19 in Anchorage.  Who all is going?

Andy Couch; Howard Delo will try to get to a couple days

MOTION:  Andy Couch made a motion to schedule a special meeting for

September 29 at 4:00 to discuss NPFMC; seconded by Larry Engel; motion

approved by unanimous vote.

MOTION:  Larry Engel made a motion to schedule a special meeting for October

12 at 6:00pm to discuss BOF Work session; seconded by Andy Couch;

unanimous vote.

c. BOG Proposal Review

Left over from Terry’s agenda.  Howard Delo spoke of the BOF proposal book

being out for 6 -8 weeks.  Region 4 meeting is now in Dillingham that was

scheduled for Wasilla.  We need to decide if there is any reason to go to this

meeting in February or March.  Defer to next meeting after everyone has a

chance to look at proposal book.

d. End-of-Season Meeting with ADF&G

Brianne noted this was something you all have done to summarize the season

and maybe it could include to the meeting we had in August.  A discussion

ensued regarding scheduling an end of season meeting for late October or early

November.  Preference on date…maybe we should contact them.  It is important
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to have a meeting every year.  We have had good public attendance at these 

meetings.  Need to consider legislative special session.  We will be tied up the 

first half of October with BOF Work Session and NPFMC.  Maybe push the 

meeting into first half of November.  Decision at next meeting.  Need to discuss 

some questions – maybe a subcommittee to produce – Patty and Brianne will 

work on this. 

e. FWC Budget:

Brianne provided an overview of the FY2018 Budget.  Mr. Moosey approved

$10K budget.  $4K was for the audio contracting and transcription.

f. Member Terms Expiring December 2017:

Brianne provided applications and reminded members that needed to reapply.

g. North Pacific Fisheries Management Council:

Brianne advised she received a letter and they would like a point of contact; who

would represent the commission.  Makes it simple for Brianne to be the point of

contact.

MOTION:  Andy Couch made a motion that Brianne be the point of contact for

North Pacific Fisheries Management Council; seconded by Mike Wood;

unanimous vote.

Brianne will be the point of contact.

h. Assembly State & Federal Legislative Priorities:  Fish Protection

Jim Sykes handed out a priority list and we should make a point to the state that

this is important.  Brianne suggested that we should tailor the list to what FWC

would like to see in it.  It was only in the Federal – should also be in the state

legislative priority list.  Jim would like to get something going to bring forward to

the Assembly on the 17th.  We can add to agenda for special meeting on the 12th

of October.

i. Candidate Forum Questions

A discussion ensued regarding collecting questions to present to candidates for

Assembly on September 28th.

Mike Wood:  Where do you stand on Riparian setback?

Jim Sykes:  How important is it to restore fisheries and what effects

Larry Engel:  What’s the economic worth of fishing in the valley?

Need to be careful on how some of the questions are asked.

j. Letter of appreciation for Patty Sullivan and Stefan Hinman for their assistance

Larry Engel brought forward a request to produce a letter to the borough in

regard to Patty Sullivan and Stefan Hinman’s importance to the Fish and Wildlife

Commission with respect to power point presentations, assisting in spreading

the word; and how they assist in making the FWC effective.  Discussion ensued

with respect to their importance and ability to get the message out.

MOTION:  Larry Engel made a motion to produce a letter to the Matanuska-

Susitna Borough Manager, Mayor and Assembly in regard to Patty Sullivan and
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Stefan Hinman’s importance to Fish and Wildlife Commission with respect to 

power point presentations, assisting in spreading the word and how they assist 

in making the FWC effective; seconded by Jim Sykes; unanimous vote. 

 

VI. UPCOMING 

Brianne spoke about the Salmon & Science Symposium (November 8 – 9) and possible 

fund raising efforts and if the FWC had information they would like to put up.  Mike will 

be at the symposium and he will get up and talk.  It is a definite maybe.  October 5th is 

an abstract deadline for presentations.  Patty said they could help with a presentation. 

 

VII. BOARD COMMENTS 

Jim Sykes:  Is there anyone who knows if they count fish around Hunter Creek/Knik 
River?  Larry Engel:  Not that I know of maybe get a hold of Samantha.  Thanks everyone 
for their expertise and I am glad I could be here tonight. 
 
Andy Couch:  Always amazed at what everyone is doing. 

VIII. ADJOURN 

MOTION:  Mike Wood made a motion to adjourn; seconded by Larry Engel; unanimous 

vote. 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:35pm 

 

 

 

 
       ______________________________ 
       TERRY NININGER, Chair 
 
 
 
 
ATTEST: _______________________________ 
 BRIANNE BLACKBURN, Staff 
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Matanuska-Susitna Borough 

FISH AND WILDLIFE COMMISSION 
Friday, September 29th, 4:00pm 

MINUTES 
I. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 

Meeting was called to order at 4:19pm by Terry Nininger at MSB in Palmer. Quorum was 

established with five members present: Terry Nininger, Howard Delo, Larry Engel, Jim 

Sykes, Andy Couch, Mike Wood (on the phone). 

II. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Motion: Larry Engel made a motion to approve the agenda; Terry amended the
motion to add discussion of the upcoming Board of Fish work session.  Howard
seconded the motion.  Motion approved by unanimous vote.

III. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:  No public present

IV. ITEMS OF BUSINESS

a. North Pacific Fisheries Management Council Oct 2-11th, Anchorage, AK:

Discussion of North Pacific Fisheries Management Council (NPFMC) Meeting.

Court ruled in favor of Drift Fisherman (UCIDA) appeal that NPFMC not in

compliance with the Magnuson-Stevens Act (MSA) and now the NPFMC is

required by law to develop a Salmon Fishery Management Plan to meet federal

Standards.

V. UPCOMING 

Brianne spoke about the Salmon & Science Symposium (November 8 – 9) and possible 

fund raising efforts and if the FWC had information they would like to put up.  Mike will 

be at the symposium and he will get up and talk.  It is a definite maybe.  October 5th is 

an abstract deadline for presentations.  Patty said they could help with a presentation. 

VI. BOARD COMMENTS

Jim Sykes:  Is there anyone who knows if they count fish around Hunter Creek/Knik
River?  Larry Engel:  Not that I know of maybe get a hold of Samantha.  Thanks everyone
for their expertise and I am glad I could be here tonight.

Andy Couch:  Always amazed at what everyone is doing. 

VII. ADJOURN

MOTION:  Mike Wood made a motion to adjourn; seconded by Larry Engel; unanimous

vote.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:35pm
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______________________________ 
TERRY NININGER, Chair 

ATTEST: _______________________________ 
BRIANNE BLACKBURN, Staff 
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Matanuska-Susitna Borough 

FISH AND WILDLIFE COMMISSION 
Thursday, October 12, 2017, 6:00pm 

MINUTES 

I. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 

Meeting was called to order at 6:04pm at MSB office in Palmer. Quorum was 

established with five members present: Howard Delo (Phone), Andy Couch, Mike Wood 

(Phone), Jim Sykes and Larry Engel and Bruce Knowles (Exofficio). 

II. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

MOTION:  Larry Engel made a motion to approve the agenda; Jim Sykes amended the
motion to add North Pacific Fisheries Management Council Oct 2-11th meeting update
and to provide a draft Ordinance regarding makeup of the board to items A and B of
Items of Business.  Mike seconded the motion.  Motion approved by unanimous vote.

III. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION

a. Mr. Jerrid Hixon was present he is a UAA student working towards a degree in

Environmental Society with a minor in biology.

IV. ITEMS OF BUSINESS

a. Discussion of North Pacific Fisheries Management Council Meeting

Discussion ensued about what happened during the meeting, what UCIDA is

doing and what they want and the thoughts of the meeting in general.  Bruce

Knowles advised that Senator Sullivan would like facts presented to his office –

he was unaware of what was going on.

b. Draft Ordinance regarding makeup of the board

Jim Sykes provided a copy of an ordinance to change the board to a seven-

member board with four people to meet.  Jim plans to introduce to the Assembly

by December.

c. Board of Fish Work Session October 17 – 19th

Terry Nininger talked about the meeting location and ACRs.  Discussion ensued

about meeting locations of the 2020 BOF meeting – Kenai has presented a

proclamation to have 2020 meeting in Kenai that has been signed by all five

Mayors in the area: Seward, Seldovia, Kenai, Soldotna and Homer.  Patty Sullivan

is preparing a letter that will be signed by the four Mayors:  Matanuska-Susitna,

Palmer, Wasilla and Houston.  This letter will request that the 2020 meeting be

held in the Matanuska-Susitna Borough.  Thirty copies will be needed for the

Tuesday meeting.  Discussion ensued on whether we want the meeting in the

borough or in Anchorage.
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ACRs: Discussion ensued regarding ACR 8, 9, 10 and 11.  We need to get as 

educated about these as possible.  Howard did not feel that ACR 8, 9 and 10 

would meet the criteria.  Larry Engel feels we should look at these in more detail 

– I feel that these do not have merit to meet the criteria.  The meeting place may 

play a role on the ARCs.  Larry Engel brought up that it would be good to have a 

separate committee look into the effects overall rather than just one area.  

Howard supports the idea of the BOF look into ACR11 further.  Mike Wood 

thinks working with the Kodiak guys and Cook Inlet guys would be a good idea. 

 

MOTION:  Andy Couch made a motion to request the BOF on ACR11 to gather more 

information allowing folks from both areas (Kodiak and Cook Inlet) to weigh in; 

seconded by Terry Engel; unanimous vote.  Terry will put something together (30 

copies will be needed). 

 

Brianne will get a borough vehicle for Tuesday’s meeting – if you want to ride in, 

need to be at the borough office by 7:15am. 

 

d. Governor’s Letter – postponed to October 20th meeting 

e. FWC Structure – presented early (Jim Sykes Ordinance) 

f. Legislative Priorities – postponed to October 20th meeting 

What is the deadline for legislative priorities?  Brianne Blackburn did not 

know…probably Jim will have the answer. 

 

V. BOARD COMMENTS 

Andy Couch:   Work on questions for October 20th meeting – bring in writing or 

mail 

Larry Engel:  No Comment. 

Terry Nininger: Question for ADF&G will be discussed at the next meeting; I will 

work on an RC; Patty Sullivan is working on a letter for us. 

Bruce Knowles: Question for ADF&G:  If we are thinking about this, I would like to 

throw out there if we could drag in a sustainable salmon policies 

and put that in as part of our positions – the fact that it is there 

and it is not be utilized and if we had proper utilizations then we 

wouldn’t have the problems. 

Howard Delo:  No Comment. 

Mike Wood:  No Comment. 
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VI. ADJOURN 

MOTION:  Larry Engel made a motion to adjourn; seconded by Mike Wood; unanimous 

vote. 

Meeting was adjourned at 7:34pm 

 

 
       ______________________________ 
       TERRY NININGER, Chair 
 
 
ATTEST: _______________________________ 
  BRIANNE BLACKBURN, Staff 
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