
MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

WASTEWATER & SEPTAGE ADVISORY BOARD Thursday, February 8,2018

I. CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Wastewater and Septage Advisory
Board was held on Thursday, February 8,2018, at the MSB Assembly Chambers, 350 E. Dahlia
Avenue, Palmer, Alaska. The meeting was called to order at 2:07 p.m. by Mr. Mike Campfield,
P.E.

II. ROLL CALL AND DETERMINATION OF A QUOROM
Wastewater and Septage Advisory Board members present and establishing a quorum were:

Mike Campfield, P.E.
Archie Giddings, P.E.
Helen Mimoz

Chris Nail

Thomas Stoelting

Wastewater and Septage Advisory Board members absent and excused were:
Ronald Phillips

Staff and Agency Representatives in attendance were:
Debbie Passmore, Board Administrative Support

III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Today's agenda was reviewed by the Board.
MOTION: Mr. Tom Stoelting moved to approve; Mr. Archie Giddings, P.E. seconded.
VOTE: Approved by all.

IV. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mr. Mike Campfield, P.E.

V. AUDIENCE INTRODUCTIONS

Chris Bowman, HDL

Will O'Malley, AWWU
Assembly Member Jim Sykes
Vladimir V. Scheglowski, PE, by telephone
Kazem Oskoui, by telephone

VI. NOMINATIONS & ELECTIONS

A. Chair.

Mr. Archie Giddings, P.E. nominated Mr. Mike Campfield, P.E.; Ms. Helen Munoz
seconded. Mr. Archie Giddings, P.E. moved to close the nominations. No objections
and Mr. Mike Campfield, P.E. was elected as the Chair.

B. Vice Chair.

Mr. Mike Campfield, P.E. nominated Mr. Archie Giddings, P.E.; Mr. Tom Stoelting
seconded. No objections and Mr. Archie Giddings, P.E. was elected as the Vice
Chair.
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VII. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PRECEDING MEETING

A. Minutes for the November 9, 2017 meeting were reviewed by the Board.
MOTION: Mr. Chris Nail moved to accept; Mr. Archie Giddings, P.E.

seconded.

VOTE: The minutes were accepted and approved without objection.

VIII. PRESENTATION

A. Vladimir Scheglowski and Kazem Oskoui, Clark Engineering, gave a presentation of
the current Draft Preliminary Engineering Report (PER) with a PowerPoint.

IX. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION {Three minutes per person)
none

X. AGENCY AND STAFF REPORTS

A. City of Wasilla - Mr. Archie Giddings, P.E., Public Works Director
a. We're moving ahead with a demonstration project on the wetlands (80 acres next to

our site); we've been doing background testing on those wetlands to test water quality.
We've been working with DEC looking at what permits might look like; we have
Stantec working on that. We will be meeting on Friday to discuss a more aggressive
sampling plan of what's happening at our plant. The big issue if we're going to
discharge into the wetlands is the toxicity so we're going to get a handle on that next.
If that comes back low to none, then we're real confident with what we'll do. If not,
then we'll have to deal with that as maybe a separate treatment. We're looking at
bidding an 8" outfall pipe this spring to get that into the headwaters of our wetlands,
1,400'. We're looking at some public involvement and hope to pull this together by
August. If everything comes into place, we'll be doing our demonstration project,
which is putting up to 300,000 gallons per day of our treated wastewater into this
wetland area.

B. City of Palmer - Mr. Chris Nail, Public Works Director
a. Just a quick update on the installation of the NBBR out of our wastewater treatment

plant, things are progressing. We've got some minor things going on with the NBBR
system itself but we're pretty much in winter shutdown on that system itself. We're
focusing on the lab building. We should be ready to go by July 30.

C. Anchorage Water & Wastewater Utility - Mr. Will O'Malley, Project Manager
a. We are currently working with CRW on an upgrade to our septage receiving stations.

We should have a DSR in June for that project. The most likely outcome will likely be
adding some pre-treatment equipment to the King Street facility and utilizing Turpin
for leachate only. That would take place when the King Street upgrades are complete;
believe the schedule for that construction will be done by early 2020. At that point, all
septage will be directed to the King Street facility and use Turpin for leachate only and
as a backup to King Street. When this project is complete at King Street, we'll do a
cost-to-service study and that will determine the rates. I would expect that the rates will
go up because the current rates don't capture the O&M costs, just the infi-astructure and
the primary treatment. Another thing is that the Anchorage Regional Landfill is in the
process of putting together a system that fiows their leachate straight into our system.
This summer they may be at 35%; whenever that fully goes into effect, they won't be
discharging at the Turpin facility anymore. Then we may completely close down the
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Turpin Street facility and direct all septage and leachate to the King Street location.
When are you aiming for having your system up and running?

Mr. Mike Campfield, P.E.: Looks like we're aiming for 2020!

Mr. Will O'Malley, AWWU: It soimds like there might be a joint opening! Do you think it's possible
- a 2020 opening for you guys?

Mr. Mike Campfield, P.E.; It's possible, we'll see what decisions we make before we get really into
the schedule.

Mr. Tom Stoelting: Why are you shutting down Turpin for septage?

Mr. Will O'Malley, AWWU: Well, that's the most likely scenario but we'll look at this once we get
through this DSR to get costs, etc. It seems like that's going to be the plan. It's expensive to operate
Turpin; O&M costs are expensive.

Mr. Tom Stoelting: So the cost of maintenance is why you're not going to want to take sepage?

Mr. Will O'Malley, AWWU: Yep, correct and leachate is a little easier to accept.

Mr. Tom Stoelting: I think a lot of the cost is because of the type of system you have there.

Mr. Will O'Malley, AWWU: You could be right.

Ms. Helen Munoz: We should be taking care of our own septage.

Mr. Will O'Malley, AWWU: The best way will be to treat it right here.

Ms. Helen Mimoz: You're dam right!

Mr. Mike Campfield, P.E.: That's what we're working on here.

Mr. Will O'Malley, AWWU: So it looks like there may be a time period where we'll get a lot of MSB
traffic at King Street, right?

Mr. Mike Campfield, P.E.: Yes, we're not sure. We haven't got all our funding; we've got some
decisions to make here in the next couple of months. Part of that will depend on the public review,
what kind of feedback we get on what's here in fi*ont of us (the PER).

Ms. Helen Munoz: Thank you.

Mr. Mike Campfield, P.E.: Thanks to Will for making the trip out here and keeping us up to date. It's
good to know what's going on at AWWU.

Mr. Will O'Malley, AWWU: No problem.
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D. Matanuska-Susitna Borough - Mr. Mike Campfield, P.E., Environmental Engineer
a. We've got this draft report for public review and comment. We are also reviewing and

commenting on it. In addition to the Borough staff, we have HDR, who's done a lot of
the past studies, helping us as an owner's representative given all their expertise in
wastewater treatment here in Alaska and around the country. They're going to come
back and give us a final PER fi*om Clark, probably in March, and then we'll have a
recommendation fi*om HDR after they have a chance to review the final report. We are
also in parallel with the landfill with what they're calling their business roadmap.
We're looking at the waste-to-energy and whether there's technology that's suitable
for our landfill to treat not only septage but also treat municipal solid waste in a way
that's more economical and possibly generate some revenue. So in parallel with Clark
doing their waste-to-energy analysis, the landfill consultants are evaluating the waste-
to-energy fi"om their perspective. We'll see if those two recommendations line up. We
expect to have the information in March and we'll come back together in April as a
Board and discuss all of these final reports. At that time, we'll give our
recommendation to the Assembly on which way to proceed with this project.

XI. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

XII. NEW BUSINESS

XHI. INFORMATIONAL HANDOUTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

XIV. COMMENTS FROM THE BOARD

Ms. Helen Munoz: I'd like to thank my representative, Jim Sykes, he has a lot of patience with
this old lady! So thanks a lot, Jim. I'm thankful we've got this far and I hope ... I'd gladly die to
see this thing built. It's for the younger ones. It's for what's coming after me. I don't understand
why Anchorage still has a primary sewer system with an EPA waiver. That's what the
government is for - to protect the health and welfare of the citizens of this country, and that's
one of the basic ones. If you don't have clean water and clean air, you don't have an economy.
It's for you young people and your families. So thank you!

Mr. Tom Stoelting: Thank you. The only comment I have is that I hope they borough can meet
the AWWU schedule. 3:02

Ms. Helen Munoz: Larry and I did it.

Mr. Archie Giddings: nothing further to add. Thank you.

Mrcn: Interested to see where this goes.

XV. NEXT MEETING

A. April 12, 2018,2:00 in the Assembly Chambers
B. 2018 Schedule

XVI. ADJOURNMENT
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With no further business at hand, the meeting was adjourned at 3:03 pm.

Mr. Mi E. Chair

ATTEST:

Debbie Passmore, Board Administrative Support
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