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MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH REGULAR MEETING 

PORT COMMISSION June 18, 2018 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER; ROLL CALL, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The regular meeting of the Port MacKenzie Port Commission was called to order at 3:00 p.m. by 

Vice Chairman Tim Anderson.   

 

Commission members present and establishing a quorum were: 

 Mr. Tim Anderson   Ms. Claudia Roberts 

 Mr. Bryan Scoresby  Ms. Helga Larson  

 Mr. Rob Brown 

 

Commission members not in attendance:  None. 

 

Staff in attendance were: 

 Mr. John Moosey, Borough Manager 

 Mr. James Wilson, Internal Auditor 

 Ms. Therese Dolan, Port Operations Manager 

 

Assembly members in attendance were: 

 Mr. Dan Mayfield 

 

II. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

General Consent:  The agenda was approved.   

 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  May 21, 2018 

General Consent:  The minutes were approved with the correction that Assemblymen 

Randall Kowalke was not in attendance.   

 

IV. STAFF REPORTS 

A. Borough Manager, Mr. John Moosey 

1. Business Development - Trade Mission to China.  

 Mr. Moosey, Mayor Halter and Assemblymen Kowalke joined the Governor 

on a trip to China to discuss trade  

 Governor had LNG folks there as well as fishing industry 

 MSB was the only municipal government invited 

 met with a Canadian company that has a coal lease with China  

 Mayor Halter and Assemblymen Kowalke visited the port that Denali Timber 

will ship logs to from Port MacKenzie 

 visited the world’s largest port, operates mostly by remote control, very few 

people involved 

 discussion followed 

2. INFRA Grant 

 not selected for the INFRA Grant 

 we were asking for more than we were putting in   

 most applicants were only asking for 15% of their project  
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 two-year program, we will try again next year 

 still looking at other options to fund rail project 

 

B.  Internal Auditor, Mr. James Wilson: 

1. AGDC/AKLNG 

 AGDC has developed two additional options for Port MacKenzie, both are as 

bad as their original Mule Creek option. 

 Option 1: 1,400-foot corridor from the water’s edge, up and over the uplands 

and involves wet lands 

 Option 2: uses the current barge dock as a ship trestle, for product loading 

operations, then moves further south off port property, building a second 

barge dock and a road from the tidelands to the existing barge dock.   

 The second option would require dredging 2M cubic yards. 

 AGDC has requested a 30-day extension from FERC 

 meeting tomorrow to discuss our concerns with their options not complying 

with environmental laws 

 pushing for our recommended option to be included, which is the bulk of the 

facility goes on the uplands just north of the barge dock, use existing barge 

dock and trestle for material offloading facility and build a new twin ship 

loading deep draft dock 

 AGDC is pushing their two options because Nikiski is better environmentally 

then either of these proposed options at Port MacKenzie.   

C.  Port Operations Manager, Ms. Therese Dolan 

1. Project Updates 

 Barge Dock Repair 

o currently on schedule 

o have removed several sheet piles from the temporary fix, inner cell to 

accommodate the new design which has much longer tail walls 

2. Operations and Maintenance 

 Denali Timber Management (DTM) Update – Mr. Eric Oien, DTM 

o started prepping our site at the port today 

o bringing in office trailer 

o DEC approved the storm water protection plan so they will get started on 

that this week 

o projected start date is July 9th 

o lots of folks in the community are cutting logs in preparation to sell  

o discussion regarding the transportation plan followed 

o further discussion about possibility of logs coming down from Fairbanks 

by rail direct to the port once the rail is completed 

3. Administrative 

 Port Commission vacancy 

o Steve Borell’s vacancy will be official tomorrow when it is announced on 

the Assembly Vacancy Report 

o reviewed code and found inconsistency with the original guidance 

o after consulting with the Clerk, we are required to hold elections once the 

position of the Chair is officially vacant 
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o Code also requires the Port Commission to elect a secretary from within 

the commission 

o A discussion ensued regarding the “status” and “authority” of the Port 

Commission compared to other boards and commissions within the 

Borough 

 

V. COMMITTEE REPORTS – None. 

 

VI. PERSONS TO BE HEARD 

A.  Mr. Haberman expressed his dissatisfaction with the Borough’s actions on the follow 

issues: 

 Borough staff does not follow proper procedures to ensure the public has 

reasonable opportunity to be heard thereby breaking State law 

 he accused the Borough staff of “a cover-up” by not accurately reflecting his 

comments 

 he expressed dissatisfaction that approval of the timber transportation plan rests 

with Borough staff and that the public did not have enough opportunity for input  

 he stated he attends AGDC meetings and criticized the Borough for not having 

more staff in attendance of those meetings. 

B.  Mr. Don Dyer, MATSU Economic Development Corporation introduced himself and 

stated that he is interested in Port MacKenzie and the rail extension from a business 

side.  He also is a member of the MATSU representative to the AGDC Citizen’s 

Advisory Council.  It has not been very active in the past but he intends to change 

that.   

 

VII. PUBLIC HEARINGS – None. 

 

VIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS – None.  

 

IX. NEW BUSINESS – None. 

 

X. CORRESPONDENCE AND INFORMATION – None. 

 

XI. ADMINISTRATION AND COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS 

A. Administration 

 Mr. Wilson stated that NPI is still interested in turning over his assets to the 

Borough however, we are working with a third party to make this happen.  The 

investors we are working with are working through their due diligence.  

 Assemblymen Mayfield stated that a road bond package was discussed at last 

Assembly meeting and Point MacKenzie Road did make the first cut at an 

estimated cost of $10.8M.  The final vote will be July 31st.  

 Mr. Janecek would like to see a member of the commission present at assembly 

meeting if there is any port business on the agenda.   

 Mr. Scoresby is looking forward to hearing an update next month on the investors 

and their project that we have been hearing about. 
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 Ms. Larson wants to see at least one joint meeting a year with the Port of 

Anchorage. 

 Mr. Anderson explained the new seating arrangement.  Wants to examine the 

process of the Port Commission.  Would like to put together an outline of where 

we were and are now.  Would like to engage community councils and the public.   

XII. ADJOURNMENT  The meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________               ___________________________________ 

Therese M. Dolan, Port Operations Manager             Tim Anderson, Vice Chairman 

Minutes Approved________ 


