
MAT ANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH 
PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 

REGULAR MEETING 
FEBRUARY 4, 2019 

The regular meeting of the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Planning Commission was held on 
February 4, 2019, at the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Assembly Chambers, 350 E. Dahlia Avenue, 
Palmer, Alaska. The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chair Colleen Vague. 

I. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL, AND DETERMINATION OF QUORUM 

Planning Commission members present and establishing a quorum: 
Ms. Mary Anderson, Assembly District #1 
Ms. Eileen Patterson, Assembly District #2 
Ms. Patricia Chesbro, Assembly District #3 
Ms. Colleen Vague, Assembly District #4, Chair 
Mr. Chris Elder, Assembly District #5 
Mr. Stafford Glashan, Assembly District #6 
Mr. Sassan Mossanen, Assembly District #7 

Staff in attendance: 
Ms. Eileen Probasco, Planning and Land Use Department Director 
Ms. Trina Sears, Assistant Borough Attorney 
Ms. Susie Lemon, Assistant Borough Attorney 
Ms. Brianne Blackbum, Environmental Planner III 
Mr. Ted Eischeid, Planner II 
Ms. Karol Riese, Planning Division Administrative Specialist 
Ms. Mary Brodigan, Planning Commission Clerk 

II. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Chair Vague inquired if there were any changes to the agenda. 

GENERAL CONSENT: The agenda was approved without objection. 

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The pledge of allegiance was led by Ms. Brianne Blackbum, a member of Planning Staff. 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA 

A. Minutes 

1. January 21, 2019, regular meeting minutes 

B. INTRODUCTION FOR PUBLIC HEARING: QUASI-JUDICIAL MATTERS 

(There were no introductions for quasi-judicial matters.) 

C. INTRODUCTION FOR PUBLIC HEARING: LEGISLATIVE MATTERS 

(There were no introductions for legislative matters.) 
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Chair Vague read the consent agenda into the record. 

Chair Vague inquired if there were any changes to the consent agenda. 

GENERAL CONSENT: The consent agenda was approved without objection. 

V. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

(There were no committee reports.) 

VI. AGENCY/STAFF REPORTS 

(There were no agency/staff reports.) 

VII. LAND USE CLASSIFICATIONS 

(There were no land use classifications.) 

VIII. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION (Three minutes per person.) 

The following person spoke regarding concerns with public process: Mr. Eugene Carl Haberman. 

(The meeting recessed at 6:08 p.m., and reconvened at 6:15 p.m.) 

IX. PUBLIC HEARING: QUASI-JUDICIAL MATTERS (Public Hearings not to begin 
before 6: 15 P.M.) 

Commission members may not receive or engage in ex-parte contact with the applicant, other 
parties interested in the application, or members of the public concerning the application or issues 
presented in the application. 

(There were no quasi-judicial public hearings.) 

X. PUBLIC HEARING LEGISLATIVE MATTERS 

A. Resolution 18-29, recommending Assembly adoption of an ordinance repealing MSB 8.30 
Environmental Protection; repealing MSB 8.33 Air Quality Alerts and Emergencies, 
adopting MSB 8.75 Air Quality; Amending MSB 1.45.l 00 schedule of fines for 
infractions; and amending 15.24.030 adopting the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Air Quality 
Management Plan. Public Hearing Continued from December 3, 2018. (Staff: Brianne 
Blackburn & Ted Eischeid) 

Chair Vague read the resolution title into the record. 

Mr. Ted Eischeid provided a Power Point Presentation and a staff report: 
• staff recommended approval of the resolution. 
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Commissioners questioned staff regarding: 
• clarification of non-attainment and how it relates to borough air quality; 
• what are the consequences if the borough goes into non-attainment; 
• how many people attended the Butte Open House and were there other concerns besides 

wood stoves; 
• clarification of a Butte Air Quality District; 
• how many days is air quality affected during a normal winter; 
• how many days a year do we have dust warnings; 
• clarification of the trash disposal coupon program; 
• whether there was any consideration of a borough-wide open burn ban instead of just 

targeting the Butte; and 
• at what point will the EPA step in. 

Chair Vague continued the public hearing from December 3, 2018. 

The following persons spoke in favor of Resolution 18-29: Ms. Ashley Peltier, Director of Health 
Promotions with the Alaska American Lung Association; Mr. Jarrid Hixson; Mr. Adrian Baer of 
the Alaska Center; Ms. Beth Fitzgerald; Mr. Charles Laird; Ms. Helen Woodings; and Mr. Mark 
Masteller. 

The following person spoke in support of Resolution 18-29, but wants to make sure it's not too 
overreaching: Mr. Jim Kelley. 

The following persons spoke in opposition of Resolution 18-29: Mr. Eugene Carl Haberman and 
Mr. Bruce Edwards. 

Chair Vague invited staff to respond to questions and statements from the audience. 

Ms. Probasco and Ms. Blackburn responded to questions and statements made by members of the 
audience. 

There being no one else to be heard, Chair Vague closed the public hearing and discussion moved 
to the Planning Commission. 

MOTION: Commissioner Patterson moved to approve Resolution 18-29. The motion was 
seconded. 

Commissioners Patterson, Glashan, and Chesbro, spoke in favor of Resolution 18-29. 

Chair Vague noted that there is no mention of woodstoves in this legislation other than the 
suggestion to voluntary upgrade to more efficient burning stoves. 

VOTE: The main motion passed without objection. 

XI. CORRESPONDENCE AND INFORMATION 

(There was no correspondence and information.) 
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(There was no unfinished business.) 

XIII. NEW BUSINESS 

(There was no new business.) 

XIV. COMMISSION BUSINESS 

A. Adjudicatory (if needed) 
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FEBRUARY 4, 2019 

B. Upcoming Planning Commission Agenda Items (Staff: Eileen Probasco) 

(Commission Business was presented and no comments were noted.) 

XV. DIRECTOR AND COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 

Mr. Eischeid: 
• noted that the air quality legislation has been a long and difficult process with lots of 

learning; 
• thanked the commission and members of the public that attended the meeting; and 
• is looking forward to going forward to the Assembly. 

Ms. Blackbum: 
• stated her appreciation for the great questions commissioners asked and their attention to 

detail; 
• thanked the commission for the opportunity to continue the conversation past December; 
• opined that that was the right decision since very few people were focusing on air quality 

a few days after the earthquake; 
• pleased with the attendance at the open house and with all of the folks that participated; 

and 
• feels like everyone came away with a better understanding of the issues. 

Ms. Probasco: 
• reminded commissioners that staff brought the Core Area Community Council Boundary 

Review before the PC in January of this year; 
• it was her suggestion to bring it back in June to allow staff to schedule open houses to 

inform the public; 
• staff received information from the Census Bureau regarding the PSAP (Participant 

Statistical Area Program) which is the preparatory section of the census that allows the 
borough to make changes to Census Dedicated Places (CDP); 

• the Census Bureau needs the borough's recommended boundary changes by the end of 
May and so staff will bring the Core Area Community Council Boundary Review back 
before the commission between March and early May; 

• stated that staff has been doing a robust public outreach regarding this and will be sending 
out notifications to everyone within the core area; 
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• noted that she had a discussion with a couple of key borough directors and the borough 
attorney today regarding updating the Capital Improvement Program (CIP) process and 
what it will look like; 

• informed the commission that staff is moving ahead and making positive progress with the 
Subdivision Construction Manual; 

• Fred Wagner, MSB Platting Officer, is leading a group of very dedicated and professional 
developers; 

• they are meeting every Tuesday for 6 hours to pull this together and will have a draft to 
bring before the commission; and 

• stated that we will really miss Brianne when she leaves, but we are looking forward to 
hearing about her next great adventure. 

Commissioner Mossanen: 
• thanked staff for working on Resolution 18-29; and 
• stated that he initially had a lot of questions and concerns noting that they have all been 

answered. 

Commissioner Patterson: 
• opined that her silence regarding an issue that was brought up during audience participation 

has been misconstrued; 
• she feels obligated to address the issue of the Chair denying her request to question a 

member of the audience; 
• stated that she was not happy about it, but acknowledged that the Chair was not being a 

dictator; 
• she understands that she is empowered to speak; and 
• opined that this is a healthy commission that does good work. 

Chair Vague: 
• stated her appreciation for staffs hard work and willingness to do additional outreach 

regarding the air quality legislation; 
• also appreciates staff reaching out to all members of community councils and providing 

information regarding boundary changes; and 
• stated her desire that staff somehow reach out to those individuals that are not represented 

by a community council. 

Ms. Probasco stated that every resident in the MSB Core Area will receive notification by mail. 

Commissioner Anderson: 
• opined that changing community council boundaries has the potential of causing conflict; 
• suggested that staff be sensitive to this; 
• thanked staff for taking the time to meet with the community council and community 

members regarding air quality legislation; 
• acknowledged that there can be a lot of misinformation during times of change; 
• stated that it is important that the public has face to face contact with someone who can 

provide answers to their questions; and 
• they need to feel like they have a voice. 
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XVI. ADJOURNMENT 

The regular meeting adjourned at 8:49 p.m. 

ATTEST: 

Minutes approved: March 4, 2019 

REGULAR MEETING 
FEBRUARY 4, 2019 

COLLEEN VA E;Pranning Commission 
Chair 
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