
MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH 
PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 

REGULAR MEETING 
MAY 6,2019 

The regular meeting of the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Planning Commission was held on May 
6, 2019, at the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Assembly Chambers, 350 E. Dahlia Avenue, Palmer, 
Alaska. The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chair Colleen Vague. 

I. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL, AND DETERMINATION OF QUORUM 

Planning Commission members present and establishing a quorum: 
Ms. Mary Anderson, Assembly District # 1, Vice Chair 
Ms. Patricia Chesbro, Assembly District #3 
Ms. Colleen Vague, Assembly District #4, Chair 
Mr. Chris Elder, Assembly District #5 
Mr. Stafford Glashan, Assembly District #6 
Mr. Sassan Mossanen, Assembly District #7 

Planning Commission members absent and excused were: 
VACANT, Assembly District #2 

· Staff in attendance: 
Mr. Alex Strawn, Development Services Manager 
Mr. Mark Whisenhunt, Acting Planning Services Manager 
Ms. Trina Sears, Assistant Borough Attorney 
Ms. Mary Brodigan, Planning Commission Clerk 

II. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Chair Vague inquired ifthere were any changes to the agenda. 

GENERAL CONSENT: The agenda was approved without objection. 

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The pledge of allegiance was led by Mr. Mark Whisenhunt, a member of Planning Staff. 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA 

A. Minutes 

1. April 1, 2019, regular meeting minutes 
2. April 15, 2019, regular meeting minutes 

B. INTRODUCTION FOR PUBLIC HEARING: QUASI-JUDICIAL MATTERS 

1. Resolution PC 19-14, a Conditional Use Permit in Accordance with MSB 17.60 -
Conditional Uses; for the expansion of a marijuana cultivation facility, located at 6570 W. 
Trevett Circle, Suite C (Tax ID# 17N02W10A015); within Township 17 North, Range 2 
West, Section 10, Seward Meridian. Public Hearing: May 20, 2019. (Applicant: Kerby 
Coman, on behalf of Alaska Frontier Cannabis, Staff: Mark Whisenhunt) 
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C. INTRODUCTION FOR PUBLIC HEARING: LEGISLATIVE MATTERS 

1. Resolution PC 19-15, recommending Assembly adoption of an ordinance Amending MSB 
15.24.030(C) and Repealing MSB 15.24.031 Initiating and Amending Lake Management 
Plans. Public Hearing: May 20, 2019. (Staff: Pamela Graham) 

2. Resolution PC 19-16, recommending approval of an ordinance Amending MSB 17.29 to 
Adopt the most recent Flood Insurance Study and Flood Insurance Rate Map. Public 
Hearing: May 20, 2019. (Staff: Alex Strawn) 

Chair Vague read the consent agenda into the record. 

Chair Vague inquired if there were any changes to the consent agenda. 

MOTION: Commissioner Chesbro moved to change the public hearing date for Resolution 
PC 19-15 to June 3, 2019. The motion was seconded. 

VOTE: The motion passed without objection. 

MOTION: Commissioner Anderson moved to change the public hearing date for Resolution 
PC 19-16 to June 3, 2019. The motion was seconded. 

VOTE: The motion passed without objection. 

GENERAL CONSENT: The consent agenda was approved as amended without objection. 

V. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

(There were no committee reports.) 

VI. AGENCY/STAFF REPORTS 

(There were no agency/staff reports.) 

VII. LAND USE CLASSIFICATIONS 

(There were no land use classifications.) 

VIII. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION (Three minutes per person.) 

(There were no persons to be heard.) 

(The meeting recessed at 6:06 p.m., and reconvened at 6: 15 p.m.) 

IX. PUBLIC HEARING: QUASI-JUDICIAL MATTERS (Public Hearings not to begin 
before 6:15 P.M) 
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Commission members may not receive or engage in ex-parte contact with the applicant, other 
parties interested in the application, or members of the public concerning the application or issues 
presented in the application. 

A. Resolution PC 19-13, a Conditional Use Permit in Accordance with MSB 17.60 -
Conditional Uses; for the modification to the operation of an existing marijuana retail 
facility, located at 3550 S. Old Glenn Highway (Tax ID# 17N02E23D025); within 
Township 17 North, Range 2 East, Section 23, Seward Meridian. The request is to modify 
the hours of operation. (Applicant: Chad Ragsdale, on behalf of Matanuska Cannabis 
Company, Staff: Joe Metzger) 

Chair Vague read the resolution title into the record. 

Chair Vague: 
• read the memorandum regarding quasi-judicial actions into the record; 
• queried commissioners to determine if any of them have a financial interest in the proposed 

Conditional Use Permit (CUP); 
• have had any ex parte contact with the applicant, members of the public, or interested 

parties in the proposed CUP; and 
• if all commissioners are able to be impartial in a decision. 

Mr. Mark Whisenhunt provided a staff report: 
• staff recommended approval of the resolution with conditions. 

Commissioners questioned staff regarding: 
• whether the community council has had a chance to meet to review the application; 
• does the State of Alaska mandate hours of operation for marijuana retail facilities; 
• whether state regulations trump local regulations; and 
• clarification of how many houses are within sight of the proposed structure. 

Chair Vague invited the applicant or their representative to provide an overview of their 
application. 

Mr. Chad Ragsdale and Mr. Patrick McKay, Applicants, provided an overview of their application. 

Commissioners questioned the applicants regarding: 
• what precipitated the need to change the hours of operation at this time; 
• whether they intend to open an onsite consumption business in the future; 
• clarification of the hours of operation for the other businesses nearby; 
• what are the states requirements for hours of operation for liquor stores; 
• clarification of onsite consumption requirements; and 
• why didn't the applicant appeal the Commission's original decision if they were unhappy 

with the hours of operation. 

Chair Vague opened the public hearing. 
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There being no persons to be heard, Chair Vague closed the public hearing and discussion moved 
to the Planning Commission. 

MOTION: Commissioner Mossanen moved to approve Resolution PC 19-13. The motion was 
seconded. 

Commissioner Mossanen spoke in favor of the resolution. 

Discussion ensued regarding: 
• impacts to the neighbors should the business remain open until 5:00 a.m.; 
• whether vehicle headlights will be shinning in people's homes; 
• allowing the business to remain open until midnight instead of 5:00 a.m.; and 
• updating borough code so that hours of operation will be standard for all marijuana retail 

facilities. 

MOTION: Commissioner Chesbro moved a primary amendment to change the hours of 
operation from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m. to midnight, daily. The motion 
was seconded. 

Commissioners Chesbro and Elder spoke in support of the amendment. 

Chair Vague offered Mr. Ragsdale an opportunity to respond to the proposed change in hours. 

Mr. Ragsdale responded in favor of the proposed change in hours of operation and requested an 
update to code that will set standard hours of operation for all marijuana retail facilities. 

VOTE: The primary amendment passed without objection. 

VOTE: The main motion passed without objection. 

X. PUBLIC HEARING LEGISLATIVE MATTERS 

(There were no legislative public hearings.) 

XI. CORRESPONDENCE AND INFORMATION 

(There was no correspondence and information.) 

XII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

(There was no unfinished business.) 

XIII. NEW BUSINESS 

(There was no new business.) 
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XIV. COMMISSION BUSINESS 

A. Adjudicatory (if needed) 
B. Upcoming Planning Commission Agenda Items 

Mr. Strawn provided a brief update on projects that will be coming before the Planning 
Commission. 

XV. DIRECTOR AND COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 

Ms. Trina Sears, Assistant Borough Attorney: 
• stated that this is her last meeting for a few months; 
• noted that Ms. Susie Lemon will be returning from maternity leave; and 
• she will be attending the Planning Commission meetings for the next few months. 

Ms. Brodigan: 
• stated that the Assembly has scheduled a meeting on May 20th for budget deliberations; 
• the Planning Commission meeting has been moved out of the Assembly Chambers and into 

the Lower Level Conference Room; and 
• there will be signs placed at all entrances to direct the Commission and members of the 

public to the correct location. 

Commissioner Glashan stated that he is looking forward to stronger regulations and providing 
standards for hours of operations for marijuana retail facilities. 

Commissioner Elder: 
• stated that marijuana businesses are growing and maturing; and 
• opined that standardizing the hours of operations will be fair for everyone. 

Commissioner Mossanen: 
• stated that if a business behaves in a way that is not conducive to their community, there 

will be complaints that will be heard by AMCO (Alcohol and Marijuana Control Office); 
and 

• businesses can lose their licenses if they are acting as bad operators. 

Commissioner Chesbro stated her support for standardization of hours of operations. 

Commissioner Anderson: 
• opined that sometimes conditional use permits can seem somewhat vague; 
• suggested that setting more restrictive parameters might help businesses with their business 

plans as they will know what to expect; 
• acknowledged that the Commission will still look at each application on a case by case 

basis even with more restrictive parameters; 
• it is time to look at some of these regulations and give them more shape; and 
• stated that Trina will be missed. 
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• noted that when the Commission started down this marijuana path, there were many 
contentious meetings; 

• opined that they have made some really good decisions and have made progress; 
• there have been fewer and fewer negative comments due to the Plaru1ing Department 

working closely with the applicants; 
• opined that the same will be true of the onsite consumption facilities; 
• noted that without land use regulations, the Commission is left to make decisions for the 

community; and 
• stated her appreciation for the Planning Departments hard work and ensuring that 

everything runs smoothly. 

XVI. ADJOURNMENT 

The regular meeting adjourned at 7:08 p.m. 

Chair 

ATTEST: 

7 Commission 
Clerk 

Minutes approved: ~ d7cJ / ~o I 9 
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