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MATANUSKA SUSITNA BOROUGH  

HISTORICAL PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

Eileen Haines – (1) Andrew Schweisthal – (2) Angela Wade – (3) Kevin Toothaker – (4) 

Vacant – (5) Deborah Burlinski – (6) Vacant – (7) Fran Seager-Boss – (8) 

Jake Anders – (9) 

Staff: Adam Bradway, Planning Division 

AGENDA 

REGULAR MEETING September 10, 2020 

DSJ BUILDING-Conference Room 203 6:00 - 8:00 PM 
350 E. Dahlia Avenue, Palmer AK 99645 

Phone: +1 907-290-7880 

Conference ID: 913 842 813# 

I. CALL TO ORDER - ROLL CALL - QUORUM ESTABLISHED – 1 min.

II. APPROVAL OF AGENDA – 1 min.

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – 1 min.

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – 5 min.

V. AUDIENCE INTRODUCTIONS & PARTICIPATION
(3-minute limit per person at chair’s discretion)

VI. HISTORICAL SOCIETY/MUSEUM UPDATES – 5 min.

VII. REPORTS: STAFF/CORRESPONDENCE – 10 min.

a  Section 106 - Alcantra Readiness Center 

VIII. ITEMS OF BUSINESS

a OLD BUSINESS 

i Review List of Historic Contexts for Preservation Plan 

ii  4.46 HPC Code Revision 

IX. COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS – 5 min.

X. ADJOURNMENT
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MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH  SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 
HISTORICAL PRESERVATION COMMISION July 23, 2020  

I. CALL TO ORDER - ROLL CALL – QUORUM ESTABLISHED. 

The regular meeting of the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Historical Preservation 

Commission was called to order at 6:08 on Thursday, July 23, 2020, by 

teleconference via Microsoft Teams (1-907-290-7880). 

Historical Preservation Commissioners present and establishing a quorum: 

Deborah Burlinski 

Andrew Schweisthal 

Jake Anders 

Eileen Haines 

Fran Seager-Boss  

Staff and Agency Representatives in attendance:  

Adam Bradway, Staff 

 

II. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Jake Anders moved to approve the agenda. Eileen Haines seconded. 

DISCUSSION: None. 

VOTE: Motion passed unanimously. 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

MOTION: Fran Seager-Boss moved to approve the minutes. Eileen Haines 

seconded. 

DISCUSSION: None. 

VOTE: Motion passed unanimously. 

IV. AUDIENCE INTRODUCTIONS & PARTICIPATION 

Judith Bittner: SHPO, introduced herself and stated that she was there to answer 

any questions. 

 

Jarred Barak: Project architect for the Wasilla Train Depot relocation, Spoke to the 

conceptual nature of the Wasilla Intermodal Facility’s design, and stated that any 

design would go through the appropriate National Register processes.  

V. HISTORICAL SOCIETY/MUSEUM UPDATES 

 

Historical Preservation Comission 
September 10, 2020 Page 3 of 30



 

July 23, 2020 Historical Preservation Commission 
Minutes  2
  

VI. REPORTS:STAFF/CORRESPONDENCE  

Adam Bradway: Noted correspondence from the State Historic Preservation 
Officer.  

 
 

VII. ITEMS OF BUSSINESS 
a) Old Business 

 

i Wasilla Train Depot Relocation – National Register 

MOTION: Jake Anders moved to support HPC resolution 20-02 as 

written. Eileen Haines seconded. 

 
DISCUSSION: Questions were raised about the process of moving 
a National Register building, and about the impact of surrounding 
structures and development on National Register status. Judith 
Bittner and Jarred Barak, answered as interested parties. 
 
VOTE: Motion passed unanimously.  

i Wasilla Train Depot Relocation – National Register 

MOTION: Jake Anders moved to approve HPC resolution 20-03 as 

written. Eileen Haines seconded. 

 
DISCUSSION: None. 
 
VOTE: Motion passed unanimously.  

 

 
VIII. COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS 
 
IX. ADJOURNMENT 
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MOTION: Jake Anders moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:31 P.M Eileen Haines 
seconded. 
 
DISCUSSION: None. 
 
VOTE: None opposed. Motion passed.  

 

 

_______________________________________ __________________________ 

Jake Anders, Chair                DATED 

 

 

 

_______________________________________ __________________________ 

Adam Bradway, Planner II – Staff    DATED 

Historical Preservation Comission 
September 10, 2020 Page 5 of 30



Historical Preservation Comission 
September 10, 2020 Page 6 of 30



MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH 
Planning and Land Use Department 

Planning Division 
350 East Dahlia Avenue  Palmer, AK  99645 

Phone (907) 861-7833  Fax (907) 861-7876 

www.matsugov.us    planning@matsugov.us 

 

 

 

Staff Report to the HPC for September 10, 2020 

1. Update on Historic Preservation Fund grant work for Certified Local Governments 

a. 1 on 1 Interviews 

b. Draft List of Historic Contexts 

c. Next steps 

i. Stakeholder Meetings 

ii. General Public Meetings 

2. MSB Staffing  
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1

Adam Bradway

From: Wolforth, Tom R (MVA) <tom.wolforth@alaska.gov>
Sent: Monday, August 24, 2020 3:43 PM
To: Adam Bradway
Cc: Alex Strawn
Subject: Section 106 consultation for Alaska Army National Guard new generator at historic 

buildings in Alcantra readiness center
Attachments: 2020 Alcantra generator no adverse to SHPO final.pdf; Alcantra generator figs final.pdf

[EXTERNAL EMAIL - CAUTION: Do not open unexpected attachments or links.]  
Hello Adam Bradway, 
 
I spoke with Alex Strawn today about an Alaska Army National Guard National Historic Preservation (NHPA) 
Section 106 project at the Alcantra Readiness Center.  That little project (putting in a new back up generator 
outside a building) is setting up near some historic buildings on that property and we are inviting you to 
comment on what kind of impact that may or may not have on those buildings.  You will see from the attached 
letter and figures what our thoughts are on that. 
 
We have sent this same letter out to the Knik Tribe, Wasilla Museum and the Alaska State Historic Preservation 
Office.  We are hoping to hear from you and them about any concerns and insights you may have about this 
project.  And if you do not have any concerns, also please let us know. 
 
I am available for more information and questions should you be interested. 
 
Very respectfully, 

 
  Thomas R Wolforth 
 

Cultural Resource Manager and Tribal Liaison 
   Alaska Army National Guard and Department of Military and Veterans Affairs 
   POBox 5169, JBER, AK 99505 
      o  907.428.7184 
      c  907.350.8584 
         tom.wolforth@alaska.gov 
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Alcantra readiness center parcel

Alcantra readiness center buildings

Generator project 
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Garage
3978

Mess hall
3978

Dorm
3979

Log cabin
3977

Totem pole
3979

School
3974

Alcantra Youth Camp
Historic District  
4493

The white text boxes are the 
buildings that are not contributing 
to the historic district.

The shaded text boxes are the 
buildings that are contributing to 
the historic district.

Each site number within each box is a shorthand number.  
All include the prefex: ANC-
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Totem pole 3979 Log cabin 3977 Dorm 3979 Mess hall 3978

Proposed generator (cut out image) location is near the center of the bottom 
image, just to the right of the back of the log cabin.  View from the parking lot 
to the east.
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MSB Historic Preservation Plan Historic Contexts 

(A historic context is a consists of a theme, geographic extent, and time period) 
 

1. Archaeological and Indigenous Traditions in MSB, 10,000 years before present to AD 
1800. 
 Indigenous Cultural History (the Tribes still need to be consulted) 
 Important Sites and Research in MSB highlighted 

 

2. Dena’ina and Ahtna Subsistence Practices and Traditions, AD 1,500 to Present 
 Traditional Practices and Ecological Knowledge (Place holders -Tribal input necessary) 
 Change through time 
 Russian Orthodoxy 
 Euro-American interface 
 Diseases  
 Challenges  

 

3. Commerce and Resource Extraction in the MSB, 1880s to Present.  
 Indigenous Trade Networks (Dena’ina and Ahtna) 
 Russian and American Fur Trade 
 Gold Mining  
 Commercial Fishing 
 Coal Mining  
 Tourism/Recreation 

 ANCSA 
 Tribal Corporations 

 

4. Transportation Networks in the Matanuska Susitna Borough 
 Waterways 
 Indigenous Trails  
 US Army Routes  
 Dog Sledding/Iditarod 
 Wagon Roads to support mining 
 Railroad Construction 
 Early Aviation and FAA facilities  

 

5. Agriculture and Farming early 1914 to Present 
 Homesteading – Knik/Wasilla 
 Fox farming 
 Colony Program- Palmer 
 Dairy Farming- Palmer 
 Grain farming – Trapper Creek 

 

6. Military influence and activity across the MSB, 1900 to 1970s (?) 
 Origins-Nike sites and airfields 
 Physical Effect on MSB (UXOs ?) 
 Economic Effects 
 Demographic Effects (?) 
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7. Patterns of Demography across the MSB, 1800 to Present 
 Native Populations 
 Early Exploration, Mining, Railroad towns, and Colonization 
 Trading posts, churches, post offices, and Missions consolidate populations 
 MSB School District   
 Establishment of Matanuska-Susitna Borough 1964 and growth 

Construction of North Slope Pipeline  
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