
 

 
 

MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH 

AGRICULTURE ADVISORY BOARD 
 

Chairman –  Mark Stahl (03) VACANT (07) VACANT (12) 

Vice Chair – James Skinner (09) VACANT (04) Stephen Brown (08)  

VACANT  (01) VACANT (05) Jon Olsen (10)  

Dick Zobel (02) Steven Sawyer (06) Erik “Moe” Johnson (11)  

 

AGENDA 

REGULAR MEETING              October 21, 2020 

LOWER LEVEL CONFERENCE ROOM        4:30 P.M. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER; ROLL CALL 

II. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND VICE-CHAIR 

III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA; PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

IV. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION (Limit 3 minutes) 

V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A. December 11, 2019 

VI. ITEMS OF BUSINESS 

A. Tracy McDaniel – Staff Report 

B. 2021 Meeting Calendar 

VII. MEMBER COMMENTS (Limit to 3 minutes) 

VIII. NEXT MEETING 

 TBD 

IX. ADJOURNMENT 
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MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH 1 

AGRICULTURE ADVISORY BOARD 2 

 3 
Chairman -  Norman Harris (05) Dick Zobel (02) Steven Sawyer  (06) Jon Olsen (10) 

Vice Chair -  James Skinner (09) Mark Stahl (03) Derylee “Lee” Hecimovich (07) Erik “Moe” Johnson (11) 

Margaret Adsit (01) Jenny VanderWeele (04) VACANT (08) Braden VanderWeele (12) 

 4 

DRAFT MINUTES 5 
 6 

REGULAR MEETING December 11, 2019 7 

DSJ BUILDING 4:30 P.M. 8 

LOWER LEVEL CONFERENCE ROOM 9 
 10 

I. CALL TO ORDER; ROLL CALL 11 

Dr. Harris called the meeting to order at 4:31 p.m. 12 

Members present and establishing a quorum were: James Skinner, Derylee 13 

Hecimovich , Jon Olsen, Erik Johnson, Mark Stahl, Steven Sawyer, Dick Zobel 14 

Members Absent and Excused: Margaret Adsit, Dr. Harris, Jenny VanderWeele, 15 

and Braden VanderWeele 16 

Staff present:  Tracy McDaniel, Asset Manager 17 

  Jill Irsik, Dept. Admin Specialist 18 

 19 

II. APPROVAL OF AGENDA; PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE   20 

MOTION: Mr. Stahl moved, Mr. Zobel 2nd.  Agenda approved.   21 

 22 

III. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION (Limit to 3 minutes) 23 

 24 

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 25 

A. October 16, 2019 26 

MOTION: Mr. Johnson moved, Mr. Stahl 2nd.  Minutes approved. 27 

 28 

V. ITEMS OF BUSINESS 29 

A. Staff Report – Tracy McDaniel 30 

 Ms. McDaniel reported that the Land and Resource Management Division’s 31 

PPMs were passed by the Assembly on December 3, 2019.  She can now move 32 

forward with a land sale in the near future. 33 

 She has been working on pulling together the history of borough ag land sales, 34 

and is working on writing down the procedure for holding a future ag land sale. 35 

 Drawing information for the PPM from recorded deeds and covenants, any 36 

subsequent legislation that has occurred over the years, and the land sale 37 

program under which the parcel was sold.  Trying to establish a policy and 38 

procedure that says, “This is what has to be done based off of this information”.   39 

 Has drafted a very basic application form for conveyance of the farm unit or 40 

sub-farm unit for the ‘77 and ‘81 ag sales. 41 

o Has done away with the $500 application fee for this conveyance 42 

application. 43 

 9.1 Draft PPMs - Non-agriculturally businesses – too open ended as written, 44 

would like suggestions from board about this. 45 
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o Need orderly review of what is going on with that land.  Random 46 

inspections should be going on. 47 

 The Borough does not have the budget to hire someone to inspect these 48 

lands.   49 

 Farm Development Plan – Schedule and Extensions – looking for some way 50 

forward with releasing all the farms from their Farm Development Plan.  They 51 

have the farm plan in the file; if any subdivision happens, the file would be 52 

updated; but to ask that they go back and show what had been done twenty 53 

years ago, is unproductive.  It would affect 75 parcels.   54 

o Three things the borough can do 1) Enforce what we have, 2) release all the 55 

farms from their farm development plans, 3) Continue to do nothing. 56 

o Board agrees to move forward with figuring out how to release the existing 57 

farms from the Farm Development Plans. 58 

 59 

B. 2020 meeting calendar – presented, no comments 60 

 61 

VI. MEMBER COMMENTS (limit to 3 minutes) 62 

 Mr. Skinner – nice to hear that the Assembly approved the PPMs. 63 

 Mr. Johnson – NRCS is still planning the Local Working Group meeting. 64 

 65 

VII. NEXT MEETING 66 

A. January 15, 2020 - 4:30 pm - DSJ Building – Lower Level Conference Room 67 

 68 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 69 

Mr. Skinner adjourned the meeting at 5:38 p.m. 70 

 71 

 72 

 73 

              74 

       James Skinner, Vice-Chair 75 

ATTEST: 76 

 77 

 78 

       79 

Jill Irsik 80 

Department Administrative Specialist 81 



Agricultural Advisory Board 
Meeting Schedule 

2021 
 

Lower Level Conference Room 
Dorothy Swanda Jones Administration Building 

4:30 – 6:30 p.m. 
 

2021 Monthly Meeting Schedule 

Agenda Cut-off Meeting Date 

January 6, 2021 January 20, 2021 

February 3, 2021 February 17, 2021 

March 3, 2021 March 17, 2021 

April 7, 2021 April 21, 2021 

May 5, 2021 May 19, 2021 

No Meetings -  June, July, & August 

September 1, 2021 September 15, 2021 

October 6, 2021 October 20, 2021 

November 3, 2021 November 17, 2021 

December 1, 2021 December 15, 2021 

 
 
 


