Stormwater Management 101

Regulatory Framework
Federal

Under the U.S. Clean Water Act of 1972, as amended in 1987, all point source discharges of pollution
require a permit. This basic principle is the foundation of water pollution prevention in the U.S.

The Clean Water Act’s primary point source permit program is the National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES). This system rests on the definition of point source: “any discernible,
confined, and discrete conveyance” of pollutants to a water body. The definition of discrete
conveyance includes, but is not limited to, “any pipe, ditch, channel, tunnel, conduit, well, discrete
fissure, container, rolling stock, concentrated animal feeding operation, landfill leachate collection
system, vessel or other floating craft from which pollutants are or may be discharged.”

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is a federal agency charged with protecting human
health and the environment by implementing laws passed by the U.S. Congress. In 2009, the EPA
transferred primacy and administrative authority for implementing NPDES stormwater permitting
to the State of Alaska.

State

Alaska administers pollution discharges permitting in the state under an Alaska Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System (APDES) permit program, administered by the Alaska Department of
Environmental Conservation (ADEC). Permits issued under APDES include:

¢ Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4), with 6 Minimum Control Measures (6MCM)
are required for communities meeting population and other criteria;

e A Construction General Permit (CGP) applies to construction projects disturbing one or
more acres, and requires preparation of a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP),
filing a Notice of Intent (NOI), implementation of Best Management Practices (BMPs),
inspections, reporting and recordkeeping; and

e A Multi-Sector General Permit (MSGP) is a stormwater permit that applies to facilities
defined by the EPA as industrial that discharge to a water of the United States. This permit
requires preparation of a SWPPP, filing an NOI, implementation of BMPs, inspections,
storm water sampling and analysis, reporting and recordkeeping.

Regional/Municipal

MS4 permit programs meeting the 6 MCMs have been issued to Alaska’s more populated
communities (Anchorage and Fairbanks). In 2010 the Matanuska-Susitna Borough surpassed an MS4
population threshold of 50,000 residents, and population densities of 1,000 residents per square mile.
It is anticipated that an MS4 will be required for a portion of the Borough following an analysis of the
census data during the 3rd quarter of 2012.
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Acronyms Additional Inf
ADEC.....ccovviiiannn... Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation itional Info:
APDES......cvveiinn. Alaska Pollutant Discharge Elimination System http://dec.alaska.goviwater/
BMP....ooiiiiiinn Best Management Practice wwdp/index.htm
CGPeis Consjcructlon General Permilt http://cfpub1.epa.govinpdes/
MSGP......ooviiin.. Multi-Sector General Permit
MS4.....coovviiiiiin, Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System
110 ] P Notice of Intent Prepared December 7, 2011
NOT...coviviierenenennns Notice of Termination for the Mat-Su St ’ ;
NPDES.......covvvvnnn... National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System or e' at->u or.mwa er
6MCM.............oee e Six Minimum Control Measures Advisory Committee.
SMP...oiiiiiiii Stormwater Management Plan
SWPPP.......oooiiiiii Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan
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