PROPOSAL 133

5 AAC 21.353. Central District Drift Gillnet Fishery Management Plan.

Amend the Central District Drift Gillnet Fishery Management Plan with additional mandatory
area restrictions to regular fishing periods, as follows:

The Changes to the existing plan are as follows:
(A)(iv) Drift Gillnet Area 1; [NOTWITHSTANDING THE PROVISIONS OF
SUBPARAGRAPH (d)(2)(A) OF THIS SECTION, ONE REGULAR 12-HOUR
FISHING PERIOD FROM JULY 16 THROUGH JULY 31 MAY OCCUR IN THE
CENTRAL DISTRICT INSTEAD OF IN DRIFT GILLNET AREA 1;]

(e) From August 1 through August 15, [THERE ARE NO MANDATORY AREA

RESTRICTIONS TO REGULAR FISHING PERIODS]
(1) fishing during both regular 12 hour fishing periods per week will be restricted to
one or more of the following sections and areas: (A) Expanded Kenai Section: (B)
Expanded Kasilof Section (C) Anchor Point Section (D) Drift Gillnet Area 1, except
that if the Upper Subdistrict set gillnet fishery is closed under 5 AAC 21.310(b)(2)(C)9iii),
or the department determines that less than one percent of the seasons total drift gillnet
sockeye salmon harvest has been taken per fishing period for two consecutive fishing
periods in the drift gillnet fishery, regular fishing periods will be restricted to Drift Gillnet
Area 3 and 4. [IN THIS SUBSECTION "FISHING PERIOD" MEANS A TIME PERIOD
OPEN TO COMMERCIAL FISHING AS MEASURED BY A 24-HOUR CALENDAR
DAY FROM 12:01 AM UNTIL 11:59 P.M.]
(2) additional fishing time under this subsection is allowed only in one or more of the
following sections: (A) Expanded Kenai Section: (B) Expanded Kasilof Section: (C)
Anchor Point Section.

(f) From August 16 until closed by emergency order, Drift Gillnet Areas 3 and 4 are open for

fishing during regular fishing periods.

What is the issue you would like the board to address and why? Amend the Central District
Drift Gillnet Fishery Management Plan in order to increase passage of salmon into the Northern
District. This proposal would eliminate the option for a District wide opening during the July 16
through July 31 period and would further replace District wide openings from August 1 through
August 15 with more restricted fishing opportunities.

PROPOSED BY: Mat-Su Borough Fish and Wildlife Commission/Mike Wood (HQ-F19-046)
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